COMMUNITY AWARDS 


MINNESOTA'S GLBT MAGAZINE UELLE THIS ISSUE ON US ON TWITTER MAGAZINE FIRST THURSDAY: 1/7/16. VISIT 


5 3 LAVENDERMAGAZINE.COM Die DOWNLOAD Join 77.9K or <. TOPS Xe NEXT LAVENDER'S 
DECEMBER 10-22, 2015 х 15,649 NEWSSTAND @BIGGAYNEWS ме OF THE YEAR 2 OUR WEBSITE FOR LOCATION 


(> Prudential 


[A NN 


2016uschampionships.com 


WATCH THE NATION'S 
BEST FIGURE SKATERS COMPETE TO 
BE THE 2016 U.S. CHAMPIONS! 


үз лл Р 


Xcel Energy Center Box Office, Ticketmaster Ticket Centers, ticketmaster.com = 
Charge-By-Phone 800.745.3000, Groups 651.312.3486, TDD/TTY 800.359.2525 = = E 
LOCAL PRESENTING PARTNER OFFICIAL HEALTHCARE PROVIDER En LEVEL PARTNERS MEDIA PARTNERS 
Cub = OSE 


Ф наара: "От Шо  KARE NÉS >< Startribune xcelenergycenter.com 


Be 
Better value: 


hosted by 


\ ka “A 


| Murray & Peter present ” 


SINGING LIVE! - 


f 
4 Available on » [e] 


@ iTunes 


DECEMBER 10-22, 2015 | ISSUE 536 


FEATURE: LCAs 


30 Lavender Community Awards 


SPECIAL FOCUS: YEAR IN REVIEW í 

20 2015 Theater Year in Review wimassova утик GiB sos Й 

26 Top 5 Fave New Restaurants of 2015 i 

56 The Best Ride Reviews of 2015 ua 
= 


=> 


¥ 
$ 


OUR LAVENDER 
9 From the Editor 
9 A Word in Edgewise 
15 Lavender Lens 


OUR SCENE 
50 Travel: Poland 
52 Sports: Rohene Ward 


OUR LIVES 
54 Faith 


OUR RESOURCES 

61 Classifieds 

62 The Network 

64 Community Connection 


OUR VOICES 

60 Dateland 

60 Trolin 

66 Through These Eyes 


Page 30: Photo by Sophia Hantzes. Page 20: Photo by Vicki Madsen. Page 26: Photo by Hubert Bonnet. Page 56: Photo by 
Randy Stern. 


ON THE COVER 


Pop the cork and celebrate 2015 with us! Pictured here, Online Magazine Prizes LavenderMagazine.com 


Seimone Augustus of the Minnesota Lynx shares some 
bubbly after winning the WNBA National Championship. Available on www.LavenderMagazine.com: Our Online Magazine, read it on your computer, iPad, iPhone, or 
Photo by Sophia Hantzes DROID. Prizes, register to win. Exclusive content only online, not in print. 


4 | LAVENDER | DECEMBER 10-22, 2015 


Matthew Pagel 


Income Tax Professional 


Declaration of royal treatment ~ 

"| pledge to provide clients with realistic 
answers to their tax situation and to give 
them the peace of mind that their tax 
returns are accurate and deliver the best 
possible outcome." 


Professionals 


4500 Park Glen Road 
Suite 425 

St. Louis Park, MN 55416 
p 612-822-7177 f 612-822-2163 


RORTax.com 


СОАО 


fra meworthy 


QUALITY CUSTOM FRAMING 


w 


X Ж МЧ м 


` 

Е 

” 
"у 

= 
< 

k. 

- 

a 


2, 


~“ 


Jump-start your 
holiday framing, 
COUNTRY VILLAGE CENTER 


11309 HIGHWAY SEVEN 
MINNETONKA, MINNESOTA 


www.frameworthymn.com 


= 
Mention this ad for 60% off the 
frame on custom framing orders. 


Nationwide" x HORIZON 


AGENCY, 


Shared Wisdom... Powerful Results 
Business & Personal Insurance Solutions 


Ron Strychar 


Vice President 

HORIZON AGENCY, INC. 
6500 City West Parkway, Suite 100 
Eden Prairie, MN 55344 
952-914-7185 
ron@horizonagency.com 


DAZZLING GIFTS 


For everyone 
on your list. 


OFFICINABBERNARDI 


JEWELRY 


Exquisite Sterling Silver 
Jewelry Made in Italy, 


SCHEHERAZADE JEWELERS 


Galleria e 69th & France e Edina 
sjewelers.com e 952-926-2455 


LAVENDERMAGAZINE.COM | 5 


Casual Elegance 


Photo by George Street 


Minutes from both St. Раш 4 is. Just underwent a 4 million 
dollar renovation. Please Contact Tr for Inquiries. 


DELLWOOD 


COUNTRY CLUB 


tracy @dellwoodcountryclub.com 651-426-4155, 651-261-4936 


We tan T 
afford te 
have health 


NSULANCLE. 


Everyone deserves insurance they can afford. MNsure can help 
you get it. MNsure is a free service where you can compare 
health plans to find the best plan for you, often at a surprisingly 
affordable price. In fact, most people qualify for financial help. 
Free in-person or phone assistance is available. 


m 
m M N S u re Call 1-855-3MNSURE or visit mnsure.org 


6 | LAVENDER | DECEMBER 10-22, 2015 


Audit Bureau = 

dit Bureau — E м. & SONS, С 

^ aie d f у | Y ра fff wo зоо зов. о 
Si 


LAVENDER 


Volume 21, Issue 536 * December 10-22, 2015 


Editorial 

Managing Editor Andy Lien 612-436-4671 

Assistant Managing Editor Shane Lueck 612-436-4692 
Editorial Assistant Linda Raines 612-436-4694 

Editor Emeritus Ethan Boatner 

Editorial Associate George Holdgrafer 

Copy Editor Bridget Rocheford-Kearney 

Contributors Kathleen Bradbury, Thomas Ehnert, Nell 
Gelhaus, Justin Jones, Ellen Krug, Steve Lenius, Shane Lueck, 
Jennifer Parello, Randy Stern, Joy Summers, John Townsend, 
Bradley Traynor, Carla Waldemar 


Advertising 
Sales & Advertising Director Barry Leavitt 612-436-4690 
Senior Account Executive Suzanne Farrell 612-436-4699 


Account Executives Robert Felton 612-436-4697, Richard 
Kranz 612-436-4675 

Advertising Associate George Holdgrafer 

Sales & Advertising Traffic Coordinator 

Linda Raines 612-436-4694 

Sales Lead Specialist Michelle Ulmer 612-436-4693 
Classifieds Suzanne Farrell 612-436-4699 


National Sales Representative Rivendell Media 
212-242-6863 


Creative 

Creative Director Hubert Bonnet 612-436-4678 
Graphic Designer Mike Hnida 612-436-4679 
Photographer Sophia Hantzes 

Lavender Studios Hubert Bonnet, Mike Hnida 


Administration 

Publisher Lavender Media, Inc. 

President & CEO Stephen Rocheford 612-436-4665 

Vice President & CC Pierre Tardif 612-436-4666 

Chief Financial Officer Mary Lauer 612-436-4664 
Distribution Manager/Administrative Assistant Molly Gosh 
612-436-4660 

Founders George Holdgrafer, Stephen Rocheford 
Inspiration Steven W. Anderson (1954-1994), Timothy J. Lee 
(1968-2002), Russell Berg (1957-2005), Kathryn Rocheford 
(1914-2006), Jonathan Halverson (1974-2010), Adam 
Houghtaling (1984-2012), Walker Pearce (1946-2013) 


Letters are subject to editing for grammar, punctuation, space, and 
libel. They should be no more than 300 words. Letters must include 
name, address, and phone number. Unsigned letters will not be pub- 
lished. Priority will be given to letters that refer to material 
previously published in Lavender Magazine. Submit letters to 
Lavender Magazine, Letters to the Editor, 7701 York Ave S, Suite 225, 
Edina, MN 55435; or e-mail <editor@lavendermagazine.com>. 


For our Privacy Policy, go to LavenderMagazine.com/ 
resources/privacy-policy 


Lavender Media, Inc. 

7701 York Ave S, Suite 225, Edina, MN 55435 
612-436-4660 Office 

612-436-4685 Fax 

612-436-4664 Subscriptions 
612-436-4660 Distribution 

612-436-4698 Advertising 


LAVENDER Gay 


MAGAZINE.COM “СОМ 
LavenderMagazine.com 


Printer of Lavender 


(920] 563-5551 


Entire contents copyright 2015. All rights reserved. Publication of the name 
or photograph of any person, organization, or business in this magazine does 
not reflect upon one's sexual orientation whatsoever. Lavender" Magazine 
reserves the right to refuse any advertising. This issue of Lavender" Magazine 
is available free of charge during the time period published on the cover. 
Pickup at one of our distribution sites is limited to one copy per person. 


PAUL AMBLE DDS 


grandavenvedental.com 
651.291.9667 


MATCHMAKING FOR. 


Ba n kru ptcy Law Proudly ES 


community for over 24 years 


Stop: 
- wage garnishment – bank levies – foreclosure – creditor phone calls 


BECKY A. MOSHIER Call for a FREE consultation with an 


experienced bankruptcy attorne 
ATTORNEY AT LAW 6 реу y 


PROVIDING NEW BEGINNINGS SINCE 91 651-645-1211 


2233 University Ave. W., Ste 420, St. Paul, MN И 
55114 (near Hwy. 94 & Hwy. 280) www.moshierbankruptcylaw.com 


We are a debt relief agency. We help people file for bankruptcy relief under the Bankruptcy Code. 


Serving the LGBTQA community for over 30 years! 


Stephen Parker PsyD, LP Steve Burns PhD, LP Debra Klein MSW, LICSW 
651-325-7998 612-990-0649 612-343-1618 


David Shannon MSW, LICSW Rick DuChene MA,LCP Catherine M. Hedberg MA, LP 
507-399-3789 612-839-6105 651-434-3158 


2324 University Ave. W. 

Suite 100 

St. Paul, MN 55114 
ДА. Center 651-641-1009 


WWW.NORTHLANDTHERAPYCENTER.COM 


Elite Private Search personally recruits the most qualified matches for our most selective clients. 
We do two things: specialized matchmaking and arranging incredible first dates. 


Join today and be dating tomorrow! GAYELITEDATES.COM | 612.376.7370 


LAVENDERMAGAZINE.COM | 7 


Integrity 


JERRY A. BURG 
ATTORNEY AT LAW 


Over 20 Years ET — 
Family Law | Criminal Defens 
Employment Law ~ 


3009 Holmes Ave. S. • Minne apol 


(612) 822-0865 ` 


yy YES 
VIRGINA 


OUR LAVENDER 


FROM THE EDITOR | BY ANDY LIEN 


Raise а loast 


This is a celebratory issue. Pop the cork on the champagne and let’s 
celebrate what 2015 has brought us as a community and as a publication. 
This issue gives us a chance to shine John Townsend’s Spotlight on his 
performing arts favorites, salivate over Bradley Traynor’s top five from 
Eat the Menu, and get revved up for Randy Stern’s best Ride Reviews. 
Lavender Media looks back on a year of great developments, such as 
starting a new event called SCORE Thursdays for the sports-oriented as 
well as being proud of our softball team, the Big Gay Moose, for being 
the TCGSL Division 2 champions. As a publication, we were again one 
of the top five magazines in the state of Minnesota and we're pleased to 
have won a number of Minnesota Magazine & Publishing Association 
Excellence Awards. 2015 was a good year and we're happily raising a 
glass of bubbly to a bounty of shared successes. 

Congratulations to the 2015 Lavender Community Award Winners. 
You were nominated. You were assessed. You were chosen to represent 
the community with this award. You illustrate how many different areas 
of life we can find work that needs to be done, people that need to be 
helped, organizations that need to be assisted in funding, word, or deed. 
You show us how many different ways we can be role models and fight 
the good fight. One of you, in particular, encouraged me to renew my 
Feminist Card for life and to continue fighting for the small potatoes. I 
am grateful for all of this. Every person in these pages has made a big 
difference in this community and we thank you for what you've done 


and continue to do. You are in these pages to remind us of how diverse 
this community is and to inspire us to emulate each other at our best 
and strive to understand each other when differences arise. And special 
thanks go to those who nominated you, so that we could shine the light 
on you and your work. 

Td like to personally raise a glass to Justin Jones, author of "Through 
These Eyes," who has written for nearly every issue of Lavender since 
just before I joined the company in 2011. This is his last issue writing for 
us as his life has led him to new adventures. He introduced me to count- 
less people and industry talents. He started Lav.fash with Brandon Mc- 
Cray, and they brought both Kyle Lieberman and John Mark on board, 
all in a voluntary capacity and for the betterment of the magazine and 
our fashion reach. He has boundless ideas, empathy, introspection, and 
charm all wrapped into a wonderful man with shining eyes and a soft 
southern accent. ГЇЇ miss you Justin Jones. Thank you for sharing your- 
self with us. I wish you all the best. 

And I wish you the best as well. Have a wonderful holiday season 
and a very happy new year. Our last issue of 2015 is the Lavender Yellow 
Pages, so the next time I write will be in 2016. I look forward to seeing 
you on the flipside. 

With love and thanks, 

Andym 
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A WORD IN EDGEWISE | BY Е.В. BOATNER 


[$ Not Just Paris 


Many have noted that the deaths of scores killed in a suicide bomb- 
ing in a Beirut suburb on November 12 did not merit the coverage given 
the 130 murders occurring the following day in Paris. It's hard to ad- 
dress that criticism without sounding dismissive of the Beirut victims, 
but let me give a personal example. 

A little girl fell down a narrow well in San Marino, California. I stayed 
glued to the radio reportage, anxiously asking my dad if she would be 
safe. She wasn't. I was broken-hearted. The child was three; I was seven; 
the year, 1948. And I still remember Kathy Fiscus. 

As empathetic as one is, one can't help experiencing a greater an- 
guish over a tragedy hitting closer to home, or to someone like oneself. 
Paris represents an iconic something, an association that much of the 
world — especially the United States — holds with the City of Light. 
Back in the day, when the diplomatic world spoke French, Ben Franklin 
was doted upon by the cream of Parisian society; Thomas Jefferson lived 
there for five years. And, travelled there or not, we're all steeped in im- 
ages of the Eiffel Tower, Gene Kelly in Ая American in Paris, the high 


fashions of Lanvin and Chanel. 

The November 20 New York Times ran photographs and short bios 
of a number of the Parisian victims; architect, student, father, music fan. 
We would feel the same empathy for similar images of the Beruit dead, 
also students, wives, husbands, children. 

How to relate, then, when tragedy hits far away, in an unfamiliar 
place, to people to whom one has no direct connection? How to connect 
to all suffering, whether terrorist attack, Ebola outbreak, or meteoro- 
logical destruction? 

Use the lens of the known. If you can imagine dining at a Minneapolis 
sidewalk café, you can imagine Parisians or Lebanese enjoying the same 
thing on a late autumn evening. Knowing how tightly you hold your chil- 
dren or loved ones, you can experience, if only a fraction, the suffering of 
a Syrian refugee father, in tears, clinging to his small children in a cold sea. 

We've not seen the last of the attacks, and we must find the compas- 
sion to reach out beyond ourselves to those who now, and will, need aid 
and protection. м 
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- NIRIPLA? (efavirenz/emtricitabine/tenofovir disoproxil fumarate) has been proven 10100 
to undetectable* in approximately 8 out of 10 adult patients new to therapy through 48 weeks compared 


to approximately 7 out of 10 adult patients in the comparator group 


* ATRIPLA has been proven 10 LOWER VIRAL LOAD to undetectable* in approximately 7 out of every 10 adult 
patients new to therapy through 3 years compared to approximately 6 out of 10 in the comparator groupt 


. The most common (at least 5%) moderate to severe side effects in patients on ATRIPLA were diarrhea; nausea; 


tiredness, depression, dizziness, sinusitis, upper respiratory tract infections, rash, headach 
trouble sleeping, anxiety, and common cold. Each of thesewas reported in less than 10% of patients, + ТҮҮҮҮҮҮІҮТ: 
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INDICATION and IMPORTANT SAFETY INFORMATION for 
ATRIPLA® (efavirenz/emtricitabine/tenofovir disoproxil fumarate [DF]) 


What is ATRIPLA? 


ATRIPLA is a prescription medication used alone as a complete regimen, 
or with other anti-HIV-1 medicines, to treat HIV-1 infection in adults and children 
at least 12 years old who weigh at least 40 kg (88 Ibs). 


ATRIPLA does not cure HIV-1 infection or AIDS and you may continue 
to experience illnesses associated with HIV-1 infection, including 
opportunistic infections. 


See your healthcare provider regularly while taking ATRIPLA. 


What is the most important information | should know about ATRIPLA? 
ATRIPLA can cause serious side effects: 


Some pen who have taken medicine like ATRIPLA (which contains nucleoside analogs) 
have developed lactic acidosis (build up of an acid in the blood). Lactic acidosis can be a 
serious medical emergency that can lead to death. 


Call your healthcare provider right away if you get the following signs 
or symptoms of lactic acidosis: 


- feel very weak or tired - feel cold, especially in your 
arms and legs 
- have unusual (not normal) 


muscle pain - feel dizzy or lightheaded 


- have trouble breathing - have a fast or irregular 
heartbeat 
- have stomach pain with nausea 


and vomiting 


“Undetectable was defined as a viral load of fewer than 400 copies/mL. 

tin this study, 511 adult patients new to therapy received either the meds in ATRIPLA each taken once 
daily or Combivir® (lamivudine/zidovudine) twice daily + SUSTIVA? (efavirenz) once daily. 

symphony Health Solutions, Source? PHAST Prescription Monthly, equivalized counts, July 2006 - June 2015. 


ү 


Real ATRIPLA patient. 


Some people who have taken medicines like ATRIPLA (efavirenz/emtricitabine/ 
tenofovir disoproxil fumarate) have developed 

serious liver рер (hepatotoxicity), with liver enlargement 

(hepatomegaly) and fat in the liver (steatosis). In some cases, these 

liver problems can lead to death. 


Call your healthcare provider right away if you get the following signs 
or symptoms of liver problems: 


- skin or the white part of your eyes turns yellow (jaundice) 
- urine turns dark 

- bowel movements (stools) turn light in color 

- don't feel like eating food for several days or longer 

- feel sick to your stomach (nausea) 

- have lower stomach area (abdominal) pain 


You may be more likely to get lactic acidosis or liver problems 
if you are female, very overweight (obese), or have been taking nucleoside analog- 
containing medicines, like ATRIPLA, for a long time. 


If you also have hepatitis B virus (HBV) infection and you stop taking 

ATRIPLA, you may get a “Наге-ир” of [ог hepatitis. A “flare-up” is when the disease 
suddenly returns in a worse way than before. Patients with HBV who stop taking ATRIPLA 
need cose medical follow-up for several months to check for hepatitis that could be 
getting worse. ATRIPLA is not approved for the treatment of HBV, so you need to discuss 
your HBV therapy with your healthcare provider. 


Who should not take ATRIPLA? 


You and your healthcare provider should decide if ATRIPLA is right for you. 
Do not take ATRIPLA if you are allergic to ATRIPLA or any of its ingredients. 


With over 9 years of 


prescribing experience, 


ATRIPLA is the #1 prescribed 
one pill, once-daily HIV treatment 


SELECTED IMPORTANT SAFETY INFORMATION 


* Some people who have taken medicines like ATRIPLA 
have developed build up of lactic acid in the blood, which 
can be a serious medical emergency that can lead to death. 


* Some people who have taken medicines like ATRIPLA have 
developed serious liver problems, with liver enlargement 
and fat in the liver, which can lead to death. 


• If you also have hepatitis B virus (HBV) infection and you stop 
taking ATRIPLA, your hepatitis may suddenly get worse. ATRIPLA 
is not approved for the treatment of HBV. 


Please see below for more information about these warnings, including 
signs and symptoms, and other Important Safety Information. 


You are encouraged to report negative side effects of prescription drugs 
to the FDA. Visit www.fda.gov/medwatch, or call 1-800-FDA-1088. 


Ask your doctor about ATRIPLA today. 


What should | tell my healthcare provider before taking ATRIPLA? MEDICINES YOU SHOULD NOT TAKE WITH ATRIPLA 


Tell your healthcare provider if you: * ATRIPLA should not be taken with: Combivir® (lamivudine/zidovudine), 
COMPLERA? (emtricitabine/rilpivirine/tenofovir disoproxil fumarate), 
* Are pregnant or planning to become pregnant: Women should not become pregnant while EMTRIVA® (emtricitabine), Epivir? or Epivir-HBV® (lamivudine), Epzicom® 


taking ATRIPLA and for 12 weeks after stopping ATRIPLA. (abacavir sulfate/lamivudine), STRIBILD? (elvitegravir/cobicistat/ emtricitabine/tenofovir - 
Serious birth defects have been seen in children of women treated during pregnancy with DF), Trizivir? (abacavir Rion Moons мү TRUVADA? (emtricitabine/tenofovir 
efavirenz, one of the medicines in ATRIPLA (efavirenz/emtricitabine/tenofovir disoproxil DF), or VIREAD? (tenofovir DF), because they contain the same or similar active ingredients 
fumarate). Women must use a reliable form of barrier contraception, such as a condom as ATRIPLA (efavirenz/emtricitabine/tenofovir disoproxil fumarate). ATRIPLA should not be 
or diaphragm, even if they also use other methods of birth control, while on ATRIPLA and used with SUSTIVA® (efavirenz) unless recommended by your healthcare provider. 

for 12 weeks after stopping ATRIPLA. Women should not rely only on hormone-based | | 2 | 

birth control, such as pills, injections, or implants, because ATRIPLA may make these * Vfend® (voriconazole) should not be taken with ATRIPLA since it may lose its effect or 
contraceptives ineffective. may increase the chance of having side effects from ATRIPLA. 


* Are breastfeeding: Women with HIV should not breastfeed because they can pass HIV * ATRIPLA should not be used with HEPSERA® (adefovir dipivoxil). 
and some of the medicines in ATRIPLA through their milk to the baby. It is not known if 


ATRIPLA could harm your baby. These are not all the medicines that may cause problems if you take ATRIPLA. 
š "em РЕР Tell your healthcare provider about all prescription and nonprescription medicines, 
* Have kidney problems or are undergoing kidney dialysis treatment. vitamins, or herbal supplements you are taking or plan to take. 


* Have bone problems. Important Safety Information is continued on the following page. 


* Have liver problems, including hepatitis B or C virus infection. Your healthcare provider : i : 
may want to do tests to check your liver while you take ATRIPLA or may switch you to Please see Patient Information on the following pages. 
another medicine. 

* Have ever had mental illness or are using drugs or alcohol 

* Have ever had seizures or are taking medicine for seizures. Seizures have occurred in patients 


taking efavirenz, a component of ATRIPLA, generally in those with a history of seizures. If you 
have ever had seizures, or take medicine for seizures, your healthcare provider may want to 


Switch you to another medicine or monitor you. 
=" 


What important information should | know about taking other medicines 


ms ATRIPLA 


ATRIPLA may change the effect of other medicines, including the ones for HIV-1, 


metes or hang te doses reae provider may ange your ое ШШ ИШИ 
tenofovir disoprvil fumarate 300 mg) Tablets 


POWER TO HELP YOU BE UNDETECTABLE 


ATRIPLA (efavirenz/emtricitabine/tenofovir disoproxil fumarate) 
Important Safety Information (continued) 


What are the possible side effects of ATRIPLA? 

ATRIPLA may cause the following additional serious side effects: 

* Serious psychiatric problems. Severe depression, strange thoughts, or angry behavior 
have been reported | a small number of patients. Some patients have had thoughts 


of suicide, and a few have actually committed suicide. These problems may occur more 
often in patients who have had mental illness. 


* Kidney problems (including decline or failure of kidney function). If you have had kidney 


problems, or take other medicines that may cause kidney problems, your healthcare 
provider should do regular blood tests. Symptoms that may be related to kidney 
problems include a high volume of urine, thirst, muscle pain, and muscle weakness. 


* Other serious liver problems. Some patients have experienced serious liver problems, 
including liver failure resulting in transplantation or death. Most of these serious side 
effects occurred in patients with a chronic liver disease such as hepatitis infection, but 
there have also been a few reports in patients without any existing liver disease. 


* Changes in bone mineral density (thinning bones). Lab tests show changes in the 
bones of patients treated with tenofovir ОЕ a component of ATRIPLA. Some HIV patients 


treated with tenofovir DF developed thinning of the bones (osteopenia), which could lead 
to fractures. Also, bone pain and softening of the bone (which may lead to fractures) may 


occur as a consequence of kidney problems. If you have had bone problems in the past, 
your healthcare provider may want to do tests to check your bones or may prescribe 
medicines to help your bones. 


Common side effects: 


* Patients may have dizziness, headache, trouble sleeping, drowsiness, trouble 
concentrating, and/or unusual dreams during treatment with ATRIPLA. These side effects 
may be reduced if you take ATRIPLA at bedtime on an empty stomach; they tend to go 
away after taking ATRIPLA for a few weeks. Tell your healthcare provider right away if 
any of these side effects continue or if they bother you. These symptoms may be more 
severe if ATRIPLA is used with alcohol and/or mood-altering (street) drugs. 


* If you are dizzy, have trouble concentrating, and/or are drowsy, avoid activities that may 
be dangerous, such as driving or operating machinery. 


* Rash is a common side effect with ATRIPLA that usually goes away without any change 
in treatment. Rash may be serious in a small number of patients. Rash occurs more 
commonly in children and may be a serious problem. If a rash develops, call your 
healthcare provider right away. 


* Other common side effects include: tiredness, upset stomach, vomiting, gas, 
and diarrhea. 


Other possible side effects: 
* Changes in body fat have been seen in some people taking anti-HIV-1 medicines. 
Increase of fat in the upper back and neck, breasts, and around the trunk may happen. 


Loss of fat from the legs, arms, and face may also happen. The cause and long-term 
health effects of these changes in body fat are not known. 


* Skin discoloration (small spots or freckles) may also happen. 


* In some patients with advanced HIV infection (AIDS), signs and symptoms of 


inflammation from previous infections may occur soon after anti-HIV treatment is started. 


If you notice any symptoms of infection, contact your healthcare provider right away. 


* Additional side effects are inflammation of the pancreas, allergic reaction (including 
swelling of the face, lips, tongue, or throat), shortness of breath, pain, stomach pain, 
weakness, and indigestion. 


This is not a complete list of side effects. Tell pu healthcare provider 
or pharmacist if you notice any side effects while taking ATRIPLA. 


You should take ATRIPLA once daily on an empty stomach. Taking ATRIPLA 
at bedtime may make some side effects less bothersome. 


Please see Full Prescribing Information, including “What is the most important 
information I should know about ATRIPLA” in the Patient Information section. 


Please see Patient Information on adjacent and following pages. 


ee Bristol-Myers Squibb 


© 2015 Bristol-Myers Squibb Company. ATRIPLA is a registered trademark of Bristol-Myers Squibb & Gilead Sciences, LLC. 
SUSTIVA is a registered trademark of Bristol-Myers Squibb Pharma Company. All other trademarks referenced herein 
are the property of their respective owners. 
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Patient Information 
ATRIPLA® (uh TRIP luh) Tablets 


ONLY 


ALERT: Find out about medicines that should NOT be taken with ATRIPLA. 


Please also read the section "MEDICINES YOU SHOULD NOT TAKE WITH 
ATRIPLA.” 


Generic name: efavirenz, emtricitabine and tenofovir disoproxil fumarate 
(eh FAH vih renz, em tri SIT uh bean and te NOE’ fo veer dye soe PROX il FYOU mar ate) 


Read the Patient Information that comes with ATRIPLA before you start taking it 
and each time you get a refill since there may be new information. This information 
does not take the place of talking to your healthcare provider about your medical 
condition or treatment. You should stay under a healthcare provider’s care when 
taking ATRIPLA. Do not change or stop your medicine without first talking with 
your healthcare provider. Talk to your healthcare provider or pharmacist if you 
have any questions about ATRIPLA. 


What is the most important information | should know about ATRIPLA? 


° Some people who have taken medicine like ATRIPLA (which contains 
nucleoside analogs) have developed a serious condition called lactic 
acidosis (build up of an acid in the blood). Lactic acidosis can be a medical 
emergency and may need to be treated in the hospital. Call your healthcare 
provider right away if you get the following signs or symptoms of lactic 
acidosis: 


° You feel very weak ortired. 

e Youhave unusual (not normal) muscle pain. 

e — Youhavetrouble breathing. 

° You have stomach pain with nausea and vomiting. 
° You feel cold, especially in your arms and legs. 

e Youfeeldizzy or lightheaded. 

° You have a fast or irregular heartbeat. 


° Some people who have taken medicines like ATRIPLA have developed 
serious liver problems called hepatotoxicity, with liver enlargement 
(hepatomegaly) and fat in the liver (steatosis). Call your healthcare provider 
right away if you get the following signs or symptoms of liver problems: 


° Your skin or the white part of your eyes turns yellow (jaundice). 
° Your urine turns dark. 

e Yourbowel movements (stools) turn light in color. 

e You don’t feel like eating food for several days or longer. 

° You feel sick to your stomach (nausea). 

e  Youhave lower stomach area (abdominal) pain. 


• You may be more likely to get lactic acidosis or liver problems if 
you are female, very overweight (obese), or have been taking nucleoside 
analog-containing medicines, like ATRIPLA, for a long time. 


e If you also have hepatitis B virus (HBV) infection and you stop taking 
ATRIPLA, you may get a "flare-up" of your hepatitis. A "flare-up" is 
when the disease suddenly returns in a worse way than before. Patients 
with HBV who stop taking ATRIPLA need close medical follow-up for several 
months, including medical exams and blood tests to check for hepatitis that 
could be getting worse. ATRIPLA is not approved for the treatment of HBV, so 
you must discuss your HBV therapy with your healthcare provider. 


What is ATRIPLA? 


ATRIPLA contains 3 medicines, SUSTIVA® (efavirenz), EMTRIVA? (emtricitabine) 
and VIREAD? (tenofovir disoproxil fumarate also called tenofovir DF) combined 
in one pill. EMTRIVA and VIREAD are HIV-1 (human immunodeficiency virus) 
nucleoside analog reverse transcriptase inhibitors (NRTIs) and SUSTIVA is an HIV-1 
non-nucleoside analog reverse transcriptase inhibitor (NNRTI). VIREAD and EMTRIVA 
are the components of TRUVADA®. ATRIPLA can be used alone as a complete 
regimen, or in combination with other anti-HIV-1 medicines to treat people with HIV-1 
infection. ATRIPLA is for adults and children 12 years of age and older who weigh 
at least 40 kg (at least 88 Ibs). ATRIPLA is not recommended for children younger 
than 12 years of age. ATRIPLA has not been studied in adults over 65 years of age. 


HIV infection destroys CD4* T cells, which are important to the immune system. 
The immune system helps fight infection. After a large number of T cells are 
destroyed, acquired immune deficiency syndrome (AIDS) develops. 


ATRIPLA helps block HIV-1 reverse transcriptase, a viral chemical in your body 
(enzyme) that is needed for HIV-1 to multiply. ATRIPLA lowers the amount of HIV-1 
in the blood (viral load). ATRIPLA may also help to increase the number of T cells 
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(CD4* cells), allowing your immune system to improve. Lowering the amount of 
HIV-1 in the blood lowers the chance of death or infections that happen when your 
immune system is weak (opportunistic infections). 


Does ATRIPLA cure HIV-1 or AIDS? 


ATRIPLA does not cure HIV-1 infection or AIDS and you may continue to 
experience illnesses associated with HIV-1 infection, including opportunistic 
infections. You should remain under the care of a doctor when using ATRIPLA. 


Who should not take ATRIPLA? 


Together with your healthcare provider, you need to decide whether ATRIPLA is 
right for you. 


Do not take ATRIPLA if you are allergic to ATRIPLA or any of its ingredients. 
The active ingredients of ATRIPLA are efavirenz, emtricitabine, and tenofovir DF. 
See the end of this leaflet for a complete list of ingredients. 


What should | tell my healthcare provider before taking ATRIPLA? 
Tell your healthcare provider if you: 


° Are pregnant or planning to become pregnant (see "What should | avoid 
while taking ATRIPLA?"). 


e Are breastfeeding (see "What should | avoid while taking ATRIPLA?"). 
e Наме kidney problems or are undergoing kidney dialysis treatment. 
° Have bone problems. 


° Have liver problems, including hepatitis B virus infection. Your healthcare 
provider may want to do tests to check your liver while you take ATRIPLA or 
may switch you to another medicine. 


e Haveeverhad mental illness or are using drugs or alcohol. 
° Have ever had seizures or are taking medicine for seizures. 


What important information should | know about taking other medicines with 
ATRIPLA? 


ATRIPLA may change the effect of other medicines, including the ones for 
HIV-1, and may cause serious side effects. Your healthcare provider may 
change your other medicines or change their doses. Other medicines, including 
herbal products, may affect ATRIPLA. For this reason, it is very important to let 
all your healthcare providers and pharmacists know what medications, herbal 
supplements, or vitamins you are taking. 


MEDICINES YOU SHOULD NOT TAKE WITH ATRIPLA 


° ATRIPLA also should not be used with Combivir (lamivudine/zidovudine), 
COMPLERA®, EMTRIVA, Epivir, Epivir-HBV (lamivudine), Epzicom (abacavir 
sulfate/lamivudine), STRIBILD®, Trizivir (abacavir sulfate/lamivudine/ 
zidovudine), TRUVADA, or VIREAD. ATRIPLA also should not be used with 
SUSTIVA unless recommended by your healthcare provider. 


° Vfend (voriconazole) should not be taken with ATRIPLA since it may lose its 
effect or may increase the chance of having side effects from ATRIPLA. 


• — ATRIPLA should not be used with HEPSERA® (adefovir dipivoxil). 


It is also important to tell your healthcare provider if you are taking any of the 
following: 


° Fortovase, Invirase (saquinavir), Biaxin (clarithromycin), Noxafil (posaconazole), 
Sporanox (itraconazole), or Victrelis (boceprevir); these medicines may need 
to be replaced with another medicine when taken with ATRIPLA. 


° Calcium channel blockers such as Cardizem or Tiazac (diltiazem), Covera HS 
or Isoptin (verapamil) and others; Crixivan (indinavir), Selzentry (maraviroc); 
the immunosuppressant medicines cyclosporine (Gengraf, Neoral, 
Sandimmune, and others), Prograf (tacrolimus), or Rapamune (sirolimus); 
Methadone; Mycobutin  (rifabutin; Rifampin;  cholesterol-lowering 
medicines such as Lipitor (atorvastatin), Pravachol (pravastatin sodium), and 
Zocor (simvastatin); or the anti-depressant medications bupropion (Wellbutrin, 
Wellbutrin SR, Wellbutrin XL, and Zyban) or Zoloft (sertraline); dose changes 
may be needed when these drugs are taken with ATRIPLA. 


e X Videx, Videx EC (didanosine); tenofovir DF (a component of ATRIPLA) may 
increase the amount of didanosine in your blood, which could result in more 
side effects. You may need to be monitored more carefully if you are 
taking ATRIPLA and didanosine together. Also, the dose of didanosine may 
need to be changed. 
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e  Reyataz (atazanavir sulfate), Prezista (darunavir) with Norvir (ritonavir), or 
Kaletra (lopinavir/ritonavir); these medicines may increase the amount of 
tenofovir DF (a component of ATRIPLA) in your blood, which could result in 
more side effects. Reyataz is not recommended with ATRIPLA. You may need 
to be monitored more carefully if you are taking ATRIPLA, Prezista, and 
Norvir together, or if you are taking ATRIPLA and Kaletra together. The dose of 
Kaletra should be increased when taken with efavirenz. 


e X Medicine for seizures [ог example, Dilantin (phenytoin), 
Tegretol (carbamazepine), or phenobarbital]; your healthcare provider may 
want to switch you to another medicine or check drug levels in your blood 
from time to time. 


These are not all the medicines that may cause problems if you take ATRIPLA. 
Be sure to tell your healthcare provider about all medicines that you take. 


Keep a complete list of all the prescription and nonprescription medicines as well 
as any herbal remedies that you are taking, how much you take, and how often 
you take them. Make a new list when medicines or herbal remedies are added 
or stopped, or if the dose changes. Give copies of this list to all of your healthcare 
providers and pharmacists every time you visit your healthcare provider or fill a 
prescription. This will give your healthcare provider a complete picture of the 
medicines you use. Then he or she can decide the best approach for your situation. 


How should | take ATRIPLA? 


e Take the exact amount of ATRIPLA your healthcare provider prescribes. 
Never change the dose on your own. Do not stop this medicine unless your 
healthcare provider tells you to stop. 


e You should take ATRIPLA on an empty stomach. 
e Swallow ATRIPLA with water. 
e  TakingATRIPLA at bedtime may make some side effects less bothersome. 


° Do not miss a dose of ATRIPLA. If you forget to take ATRIPLA, take the missed 
dose right away, unless it is almost time for your next dose. Do not double the 
next dose. Carry on with your regular dosing schedule. If you need help in 
planning the best times to take your medicine, ask your healthcare provider 
or pharmacist. 


• If you believe you took more than the prescribed amount of ATRIPLA, contact 
your local poison control center or emergency room right away. 


°  Tellyourhealthcare provider if you start any new medicine or change how you 
take old ones. Your doses may need adjustment. 


• When your ATRIPLA supply starts to run low, get more from your healthcare 
provider or pharmacy. This is very important because the amount of virus in 
your blood may increase if the medicine is stopped for even a short time. The 
virus may develop resistance to ATRIPLA and become harder to treat. 


e Your healthcare provider may want to do blood tests to check for certain side 
effects while you take ATRIPLA. 


What should | avoid while taking ATRIPLA? 


• Women should not become pregnant while taking ATRIPLA and for 
12 weeks after stopping it. Serious birth defects have been seen in the 
babies of animals and women treated with efavirenz (a component of 
ATRIPLA) during pregnancy. It is not known whether efavirenz caused these 
defects. Tell your healthcare provider right away if you are pregnant. Also 
talk with your healthcare provider if you want о become pregnant. 


e Women should not rely only on hormone-based birth control, such as pills, 
injections, or implants, because ATRIPLA may make these contraceptives 
ineffective. Women must use a reliable form of barrier contraception, such as 
a condom or diaphragm, even if they also use other methods of birth control. 
Efavirenz, a component of ATRIPLA, may remain in your blood for a time after 
therapy is stopped. Therefore, you should continue to use contraceptive 
measures for 12 weeks after you stop taking ATRIPLA. 


e Дро not breastfeed if you are taking ATRIPLA. Some of the medicines in 
ATRIPLA can be passed to your baby in your breast milk. We do not know 
whether it could harm your baby. Also, mothers with HIV-1 should not 
breastfeed because HIV-1 can be passed to the baby in the breast milk. 
Talk with your healthcare provider if you are breastfeeding. You should stop 
breastfeeding or may need to use a different medicine. 


e Taking ATRIPLA with alcohol or other medicines causing similar side 
effects as ATRIPLA, such as drowsiness, may increase those side effects. 


° Do not take any other medicines, including prescription and 
nonprescription medicines and herbal products, without checking with your 
healthcare provider. 
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° Avoid doing things that can spread HIV-1 to others. 
° Do not share needles or other injection equipment. 


° Do not share personal items that can have blood or body fluids on 
them, like toothbrushes and razor blades. 


° Do not have any kind of sex without protection. Always practice 
safe sex by using a latex or polyurethane condom to lower the chance 
of sexual contact with semen, vaginal secretions, or blood. 


What are the possible side effects of ATRIPLA? 
ATRIPLA may cause the following serious side effects: 


*  Lactic acidosis (buildup of an acid in the blood). Lactic acidosis can be a 
medical emergency and may need to be treated in the hospital. Call your 
healthcare provider right away if you get signs of lactic acidosis. (See 
"What is the most important information | should know about ATRIPLA?") 


° Serious liver problems (hepatotoxicity), with liver enlargement 
(hepatomegaly) and fat in the liver (steatosis). Call your healthcare provider 
right away if you get any signs of liver problems. (See “What is the most 
important information | should know about ATRIPLA?”) 


° “Flare-ups” of hepatitis B virus (HBV) infection, in which the disease 
suddenly returns in a worse way than before, can occur if you have HBV and 
you stop taking ATRIPLA. Your healthcare provider will monitor your condition 
{ог several months after stopping ATRIPLA if you have both HIV-1 and HBV 
infection and may recommend treatment for your HBV. ATRIPLA is not 
approved for the treatment of hepatitis B virus infection. If you have advanced 
liver disease and stop treatment with ATRIPLA, the “flare-up” of hepatitis B 
may cause your liver function to decline. 


e Serious psychiatric problems. A small number of patients may experience 
severe depression, strange thoughts, or angry behavior while taking ATRIPLA. 
Some patients have thoughts of suicide and a few have actually committed 
suicide. These problems may occur more often in patients who have had 
mental illness. Contact your healthcare provider right away if you think you 
are having these psychiatric symptoms, so your healthcare provider can 
decide if you should continue to take ATRIPLA. 


e Kidney problems (including decline or failure of kidney function). If you have 
had kidney problems in the past or take other medicines that can cause 
kidney problems, your healthcare provider should do regular blood tests 
to check your kidneys. Symptoms that may be related to kidney problems 
include a high volume of urine, thirst, muscle pain, and muscle weakness. 


° 0ther serious liver problems. Some patients have experienced serious liver 
problems including liver failure resulting in transplantation or death. Most of 
these serious side effects occurred in patients with a chronic liver disease 
such as hepatitis infection, but there have also been a few reports in patients 
without any existing liver disease. 


e Changesin bone mineral density (thinning bones). Laboratory tests show 
changes in the bones of patients treated with tenofovir DF, a component of 
ATRIPLA. Some HIV patients treated with tenofovir DF developed thinning of 
the bones (osteopenia) which could lead to fractures. If you have had bone 
problems in the past, your healthcare provider may need to do tests to check 
your bone mineral density or may prescribe medicines to help your bone 
mineral density. Additionally, bone pain and softening of the bone (which may 
contribute to fractures) may occur as a consequence of kidney problems. 


Common side effects: 


Patients may have dizziness, headache, trouble sleeping, drowsiness, trouble 
concentrating, and/or unusual dreams during treatment with ATRIPLA. These side 
effects may be reduced if you take ATRIPLA at bedtime on an empty stomach. They 
also tend to go away after you have taken the medicine for a few weeks. If you have 
these common side effects, such as dizziness, it does not mean that you will also 
have serious psychiatric problems, such as severe depression, strange thoughts, or 
angry behavior. Tell your healthcare provider right away if any of these side effects 
continue or if they bother you. It is possible that these symptoms may be more 
severe if ATRIPLA is used with alcohol or mood altering (street) drugs. 


If you are dizzy, have trouble concentrating, or are drowsy, avoid activities that may 
be dangerous, such as driving or operating machinery. 


Rash may be common. Rashes usually go away without any change in treatment. 
In a small number of patients, rash may be serious. If you develop a rash, call 
your healthcare provider right away. Rash may be a serious problem in some 
children. Tell your child's healthcare provider right away if you notice rash or any 
other side effects while your child is taking ATRIPLA. 


Other common side effects include tiredness, upset stomach, vomiting, gas, 
and diarrhea. 
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Other possible side effects with ATRIPLA: 


• Changes in body fat. Changes in body fat develop in some patients taking 
anti HIV-1 medicine. These changes may include an increased amount of fat 
in the upper back and neck ("buffalo hump”), in the breasts, and around the 
trunk. Loss of fat from the legs, arms, and face may also happen. The cause 
and long-term health effects of these fat changes are not known. 


• Skin discoloration (small spots or freckles) may also happen with ATRIPLA. 


° In some patients with advanced HIV infection (AIDS), signs and symptoms 
of inflammation from previous infections may occur soon after anti-HIV 
treatment is started. It is believed that these symptoms are due to an 
improvement in the body's immune response, enabling the body to fight 
infections that may have been present with no obvious symptoms. If you 
notice any symptoms of infection, please inform your doctor immediately. 


• Additional side effects are inflammation of the pancreas, allergic reaction 
(including swelling of the face, lips, tongue, or throat), shortness of breath, 
pain, stomach pain, weakness and indigestion. 


Tell your healthcare provider or pharmacist if you notice any side effects while 
taking ATRIPLA. 


Contact your healthcare provider before stopping ATRIPLA because of side effects 
or for any other reason. 


This is not a complete list of side effects possible with ATRIPLA. Ask your healthcare 
provider or pharmacist for a more complete list of side effects of ATRIPLA and all 
the medicines you will take. 


How do I store ATRIPLA? 

e  KeepATRIPLA and all other medicines out of reach of children. 

° Store ATRIPLA at room temperature 77°F (25°0). 

e KeepATRIPLA in its original container and keep the container tightly closed. 


° Do not keep medicine that is out of date or that you no longer need. If you 
throw any medicines away make sure that children will not find them. 


General information about ATRIPLA: 


Medicines are sometimes prescribed for conditions that are not mentioned in 
patient information leaflets. Do not use ATRIPLA for a condition for which it was 
not prescribed. Do not give ATRIPLA to other people, even if they have the same 
symptoms you have. It may harm them. 


This leaflet summarizes the most important information about ATRIPLA. If you 
would like more information, talk with your healthcare provider. You can ask your 
healthcare provider or pharmacist for information about ATRIPLA that is written for 
health professionals. 


Do not use ATRIPLA if the seal over bottle opening is broken or missing. 
What are the ingredients of ATRIPLA? 
Active Ingredients: efavirenz, emtricitabine, and tenofovir disoproxil fumarate 


Inactive Ingredients: croscarmellose sodium, hydroxypropyl cellulose, 
microcrystalline cellulose, magnesium stearate, sodium lauryl sulfate. The film 
coating contains black iron oxide, polyethylene glycol, polyvinyl alcohol, red iron 
oxide, talc, and titanium dioxide. 


Revised: January 2015 


ATRIPLA is a trademark of Bristol-Myers Squibb & Gilead Sciences, LLC. 
COMPLERA, EMTRIVA, HEPSERA, STRIBILD, TRUVADA, and VIREAD are trademarks 
of Gilead Sciences, Inc., or its related companies. SUSTIVA is a trademark of 
Bristol-Myers Squibb Pharma Company. Reyataz and Videx are trademarks of 
Bristol-Myers Squibb Company. Pravachol is a trademark of ER Squibb & Sons, LLC. 
Other brands listed are the trademarks of their respective owners. 
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LAVENDER'S 


/ FIRST 
) THURSDAYS 


The Twin Cities GLBT Community Happy Hour 


Visit LavenderMagazine.com 
or our Facebook page 
for event location. 


PRIVATE SEARCH 


fes ELITE 


FOUNDING HOST PARTNER ORGANIZATION 
HRC Twin Cities 


HOST ORGANIZATIONS 
OutFront Minnesota, Twin Cities Quorum, MN AIDS Project, Twin Cities Pride, The Aliveness Project, 


Prime Timers MSP, Reclaim!, Mixed Blood Theatre, Minneapolis Movie Bears, Freedom Jazz, One Voice, 


North Country Bears, MN Freedom Band, TCGMC, HCMC's LGBT & Allies Employee Resource Group 


POCATION | 
19 ВАВ | 
19 W. 15th Street * Minneapolis 


DATE: 


Thursday, December 17 


E ' Meet other Athletes and Sports Fans. 


Pick up info for local GLBT 
Sports Leagues. 


Enjoy Complimentary Appetizers, 
Drink Specials, and a chance to 
register to Win Great Prizes! 
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NORTH STAR GAY RODEO ASSOCIATION 


WWW.nsgrd.org 
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Attorneys Proudly Serving the Б 


Community and all Allies. 
612-333-3343 


e Workers' Compensation 
(There is no charge for attorneys’ fees if there is no recovery) ROBICHAUD & 
e Auto Accidents/ Personal Injury ALCANTARA РА. 


(There is no charge for attorneys’ fees if there is no recovery) 


e Immigration/ Fiancé Visas 


- Same-sex couples can now receive immigration benefits with 
the repeal of DOMA 


e Family Law www.robichaudlaw.com 


Mention this ad for a free consultation. 
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ee ARTS 


By John Townsend 


+ BEST PRODUCTIONS 

1. One Arm, New Epic Theater 
2. The Crucible, Guthrie Theater 
3. Equus, Theatre Coup D’etat 
4. The Jungle Book, Children’s 
Theatre Company 

5. Jericho, Minnesota Jewish 
Theatre Company 

6. Juno and the Paycock, Guthrie 
Theater 

7. Prep, Pillsbury House Theatre 
8. Hairspray, Artistry 

9. Choir Boy, Guthrie Theater 
10. (3-way tie) 

MR. BURNS: a post-electric 
play, Guthrie Theater 

Hir, Mixed Blood Theatre 
Emily/Eurydice, Transatlantic 
Love Affair, Illusion Theater 


Prep. Photo by Rich Ryan " 


+ THEATER ARTISTS 

OF THE YEAR 

- Lauren Anderson, Actress- 
Collaborator for Mad Max: 
Beyond Measledome, 50 Shades of 
Gravy, Junk from our Trunk, The 
Trump Who Stole Christ- 

mas, Brave New Workshop 

- Craig Johnson, Director: Civil 
War Homecoming, Fitzgerald 
Theater; Boeing Boeing, Torch 
Theater; The Matchmaker, Girl 
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The Crucible. Photo by Charles Erickson 


Friday Productions. Actor: Death 
and the Maiden, Torch Theater & 
Gremlin Theatre; One Arm, New 
Epic Theater 


> BEST DIRECTOR 

Joe Dowling, The Cru- 

cible and Juno and the Paycock, 
Guthrie Theater 


+ BEST DRAMATIC 
ACTRESS 

Stacia Rice, Death and the Maiden, 
Torch Theater & Gremlin Theatre 


+ BEST MUSICAL 
ACTRESS 

Ann Michels, Mary Poppins, 
Chanhassen Dinner Theatres 


+ BEST COMEDIC 
ACTRESS 

Crystal Fox, By the Way, Meet Vera 
Stark!, Penumbra Theatre 


+ BEST DRAMATIC ACTOR 
Charles Numrich, Equus, Theatre 
Coup D'etat 


+ BEST MUSICAL 
ACTOR (TIE) 

Rich Hamson & Jim Pounds, La 
Cage Aux Folles, Artistry 


+ BEST COMEDIC ACTOR 
Dustin Bronson, Hir, Mixed Blood 
Theatre 


+ BEST SUPPORTING 
DRAMATIC ACTRESS 
Miriam Schwarz, Jericho, Minne- 
sota Jewish Theatre Company 


+ BEST SUPPORTING 
MUSICAL ACTRESS 

Norah Long, Sister Act, Chanhas- 
sen Dinner Theatres 


+ BEST SUPPORTING 
COMEDIC ACTRESS 

Mo Perry, Boeing, Boeing, Torch 
Theater 


2019 «s seven - 


Pussy Valley. Photo by Rich Ryan || 
| __ — 
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BEST SUPPORTING 
DRAMATIC ACTOR 
James A. Williams, Akeelah 
and the Bee, Children's Theatre 
Company 


BEST SUPPORTING 
MUSICAL ACTOR: (TIE) 
Logan Greene, Calvin Berg- 
er, Minneapolis Musical Theatre; 
Dane Stauffer, Glensheen, History 
Theatre 


BEST SUPPORTING 
COMEDIC ACTOR 
Raye Birk, You Can't Take It With 
You, Jungle Theater 


BEST CROSS-GENDER 
PERFORMANCE (TIE) 
Nicco Annan, Pussy Valley, Mixed 
Blood Theatre; Jean Wolff, The 
Coward, Walking Shadow Theatre 


Akeelah and the Bee. Photo by Dan Norman 
Company 


z = 
BEST SOLO 

PERFORMANCE 

James Craven, Thurgood, Illusion 

Theater 


BEST MULTIPLE-ROLE 
PERFORMANCE 
Nathaniel Fuller, The Woman in 
Black, Yellow Tree Theatre 


BEST CLASSICAL 
PERFORMANCE 
Anna Sundberg, Henry IV, Part I, 
10,000 Things Theater Company 


BEST NEW QUEER PLAY 
AND PRODUCTION 
Getting to Ellen, BOOM! Theater 


BEST REVIVAL OF A | 4 Thurgood. Photo by Lauren B. Photography к. p Ñ 
QUEER CLASSIC i WI - à 
Gertrude Stein and a Compan- _ 
ion, Jungle Theater 


CONTINUED ON PAGE 22 
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CRÉME DE LA 
CREME PERFORMANCES 
- Lauren Davis, Oliver!, Hennepin 
Theatre Trust-Theater Latte Da 
- Danny Binstock and Stacey 
Bono, The Music Man, Guthrie 
'Theater 
- Johanna Easley, Akeelah and the 
Bee, Children's Theatre Company 
- Kory LaQuess Pullam, 
Prep, Pillsbury House Theatre 
- Kevin Fanshaw, Equus, Theater 
Coup D'etat 
- Regina Marie Williams, Sister 
Act, Chanhassen Dinner Theatres 
- John-Michael Lyles, Choir 
Boy, Guthrie Theater 
- Adam Whisner, A Bright New 
Boise, Loudmouth Collective 
and The Woodsman, Theatre Pro 
Rata 
- Erik Heger, The Crucible, Guth- 


venan 


Hairspray. Photo by Vicki Madsen . 
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rie Theater 

- Shanan Custer and Charles 
Hubbell, Frankie and Johnny in 
the Clair de Lune, Casting Spells 
Productions 

- Jessica Lind Peterson, Next to 


` о < E 


Equus. Photo by Heidi Bohnenkamp 
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CLOUTIER LAW OFFICES РА. 


ATTORNEYS AT LAW 


OVER 25 YEARS OF LEGAL EXPERIENCE. 


* Family/Divorce/Custody 

* Injuries/Auto Accidents 

* Second/Step Parent Adoption 

* Wills & Trusts 

* Domestic Partnerships/Dissolution 

* Probate 

* Prenuptial Agreements 

* Business Law 

* Sperm/Egg Donor Agreements 

* Employment Law 

* Gay Marriage Advice 

* Bankruptcy 

Convenient Downtown ` Elizabeth Cloutier 
Skyway Connected Offices PFLAG Member 


612.332.5100 


WWW. cloutier-law.com 


ric Lumber Exchange Building 
10 S. 5th St. Minneapolis, MN 55402 


FREE INITIAL CONSULTATION 


LAVENDER Magazine Building 
3715 Chicago Avenue South 
Minneapolis, MN 55407-2610 


А тїй century two level office building at the NE quadrant of 
Chicago Avenue South and East 38th Street. 


Rock solid and well maintained! Lots of onsite parking! 


Good central location in South Minneapolis on transportation 
corridors with easy access to: 

35W e Abbot Northwestern Medical Campus e Downtown 

Minneapolis e 38th Street light rail station e MSP airport 


Nicely positioned in a revitalizing neighborhood with 
Many nearby amenities! 


MALTBY COMMERCIAL REAL ESTATE 


Gay-owned 


Mill), | District 


DE NTA 


NEW PATIENT OFFER: 


$99 Exam = FREE Whitening 


X-rays and cleaning with exam, x-rays and cleaning 


612-877-8887 • www.milldistrictdental.com 
Brian Peters, DDS 1026 Washington Ave $, Suite 100 • Minneapolis 


í » 
DMARK. 
ZOVE STORY THAT TRANSCENDS 
IR, SEXUALITY AND ROMANCE.” 
` 'NEY, HUFFINGTON POST 
*YOU CAN'T TAKE YOUR 
REDMAYNE WHO IS FLAT-OUT FABULOUS. 


Ча work of probing intelligence and passionate heart." 
PETER TRAVERS, ROLLING STONE 


ECEMBER 18 


T TheDanishGirlGroupSales.com 
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2015 YEAR IN REVIEW — PERFORMING ARTS 


Normal, Yellow Tree Theatre 

- Sam Bardwell, Things of Dry 
Hours, Frank Theatre 

- Torsten Johnson, One Arm, New 
Epic Theater 

- Sara Marsh, Extremities, Dark & 
Stormy Productions 

- Summer Hagen, God Girl, His- 
tory Theatre 

- Thomasina Petrus, The Gospel of 
Lovingkindness, Pillsbury House 
Theatre 

- Ryan M. Lindberg, Jericho, Min- 
nesota Jewish Theatre Company 

- Anna Sundberg, For the Loyal, 
Illusion Theater 


+ BEST 
CHOREOGRAPHY 
Michael Matthew Fer- 
rell, Hairspray, Artistry 


+ BEST MUSICAL 
DIRECTION 
Anita Ruth, Hairspray, Artistry 


+ BEST COSTUMES 
Immanuel Elliott, Vile Affections, 
Gadfly Productions 


The Jungle Book. 
Photo by Dan Norman 


+ BEST SET DESIGN 
Joe Stanley, The Jungle Book, 
Children’s Theatre Company 


> BEST SOUND DESIGN 
Peter Vitale, Henry IV, Part I, 
10,000 Things Theater Company 


+ BEST LIGHTING 
Nancy Schertler, The Jungle Book, 
Children's Theatre Company 


jJ Wrestling Jerusalem. Photo by Ken Friedman 


| 


Things of Dry Hours. Photo by Tony Nelson 


3 S Ail 


+ BEST STAGE COMBAT 
DIRECTION 

Annie Enneking, Extremities, Dark 
& Stormy Productions; Henry IV, 
Part I, 10,000 Things Theater; The 
Jungle Book, Children's Theatre 
Company 


> BEST NEW 
PLAYWRITING 

Kristine Holmgren, God Girl, His- 
tory Theatre 


+ SUPERIOR 
ACHIEVEMENT IN 
THEATER MUSIC AND 
LYRICS 

Chan Poling, Glensheen, History 
Theatre 


> SUPERIOR TEAM 
ACHIEVEMENT IN 
THEATRICAL DESIGN 
INNOVATION 

Katrina Benedict, David Cook, 
Ken Grosch, Lisa V. Kudas & Matt 
Kudas, Lemonade for the Lawnboy: 
The Musical, Minnetonka Theatre 


> SUPERIOR 
ACHIEVEMENT IN 
ARTISTIC LEADERSHIP 

- Philip Bither, Senior Curator 
of Performing Arts, Walker Art 
Center 

- Julie Voigt, Senior Program 
Officer, Walker Art Center 

- Tom Hoch, President and Chief 
Executive Officer, Hennepin 
Theatre Trust 


+ BEST SHOW FROM OUT 
OF TOWN 

Pippin, national tour at Orpheum 
Theatre 


+ BEST PERFORMANCES 
FROM OUT OF TOWN 

- Kyle Taylor Parker, Kinky Boots, 
national tour at Orpheum Theatre 
- Aaron Davidman, Wrestling 
Jerusalem, Guthrie Theater 


** BEST SUPPORTING 
PERFORMANCE FROM 
OUT OF TOWN 

Priscilla Lopez, Pippin, national 
tour at Orpheum Theatre B 
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COMMERS 
CUSTOM 


JEWELERS 


Ex К LEAVE THE 
рне узено не Е. M oN 2 


all day. 


1007 Fm + 104.5 FM 


Commers Custom Jewelers 


612-339-7777 
Free Spirit Building - 217 Fifth Ave. М. Suite100 - Minneapolis, MN 55401 
Uf £3 [ID AST. 


www.facebook.com/pages/Commers-Custom-Jewelers/95530942545 


Call for your FREE consultation today. 


952.525.0505 


MatrixHomeHealthMN.com 


Home Care & Care Management 
for Senior GLBT RA 
270.» 100:72.104.5 


aw 19 V 
— + Real College Radio x = 


www.commerscustomjewelers.com 


FEATURING 


FLINT HILLS 2016 


| | ies 
national Children s Festiva 
шы Presented by ORDWAY 


JUNE 4&5 


ordway.org/festival 651.224.4222 


LAVENDERMAGAZINE.COM | 25 


52015: 


FOOD 


I've eaten a lot of menus this year and, you know what? They were all pretty damn 
good. That's saying something. Of all the brand new restaurants I've been to in 2015, | ©. 
I'm hardpressed to think of one I wouldn't revisit. What I’m not hardpressed to do, — |, Q ka о. 
however, is share my faves with you. If the plethora of new dining options seems catering to people who care more 
daunting, use my list as a crib sheet. Pick one or two and make an effort to get out about ambience than appetite. 
there and try something new. Oh, and stay tuned. 2016 is right around the corner What it's lacking, however, is an 


š š artful expression of both. Lucky 
and that means a heaping helping of new menus to eat. jor you, dear foodie. there's 0 


CSGOND Foro. Flooded with the ambiance 
> о of its historic architectural pedi- 
gree along with some of the best 


modern Italian cuisine you'll find 
in this town, Il Foro is the perfect 


NIGHTHAWKS place for downtown date night. 


And happy hour. And casual week- 
You know how everybody can't stop L end nosh. Make every effort to 
raving about the Parlour Burger? walk around the place, as well. The 
Im over here like, HAVE YOU HAD amazing art deco elements bring 
THE BURGER AT NIGHTHAWKS?! » about a bygone era that's just as 
I assure you my use of all caps is justi- delicious as the menu. 


fied. This heavenly cheese-festooned 
meat party is sandwiched within 
what is likely my favorite bun of all 
time. Everything else I tried on the 
menu was great, but, frankly, after I 
ate the burger I blacked out the rest 
of my meal. For what it's worth, I do 
seem to remember dessert (Blondie 
Frostbite — think a Blizzard unlike 
any you've gotten at DQ) sending me 
into a welcomed sugar coma. 


> 


LA 
Photos by Hubert Bonnet Photos by Mike Hnida 


CONTINUED ON PAGE 28 
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Pizza & Pasta 
Good for All Seasons 
+ ® Happy Hours 


Thru December 16 
15% Off 3-5 Bottles* 
20% Off 6-11 Bottles* 
25% Off 12+ Bottles* 


*Not valid on green tag/sale priced items, coupon items, 
and/or with other promotions. While supplies last. 


1 point = $1 spent 
250 points = $10 gift card 
500 points = $25 gift card 
1000 points = $60 gift card 


AMIC 
CATERING 
612.238.4444 damico.com 


SENIORS: 10% Off Non-sale wine, 
beer & liquor everyday!* 


Ask about our 
+ взт.1997 • Wedding & Party Discounts. 


McCovs 


PUBLIC Hous, 


x 


Fast, quality service & free parking. 


Family owned & operated 
for over 30 years. 


LOWRY Ш LIQUORS 
1922 Hennepin Ave 
Minneapolis, MN 55403 
IhIwine.com 


AMERICAN COMFORT FOOD, 
CRAFT BEERS, GREAT COCKTAILS, 
& A FABULOUS WINE LIST 


PRIVATE ROOM SEATS 40 — 


PERFECT FOR HOLIDAY PARTIES Visit our sister store: 


lakeside 
WINE 
TSPIRITS 


1916 W. Wayzata Blvd 
Long Lake, MN 55356 
Lakesidewineandspirits.com 


BUY $50 GIFTCARD & GET $10 GIFTCARD 
BUY $100 GIFTCARD & GET $25 GIFTCARD 


LOCATED AT EXCELSIOR & GRAND 
3801 GRAND WAY * ST. LOUIS PARK 


952.224.9494 • MCCOYSMN.COM 


A DIVINE 
MUSICAL COMEDY 


"A holy riot!" 
— The Catholic Spirit 


Through 
Febíüary 27 


Opens March 4! 


Sherwin & Pam Linton Christmas Show 
Visit our website for details. 


(Chanhassen 
entertaining You 


ChanhassenDT.com 


952.934.1525 
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EASTSIDE 


The Snake River flat iron 
steak is still on my mind. It’s been 
weeks, but I need it again. Along 
with the fried chicken sandwich 
on a pretzel bun that I missed on 
my first trip and was summarily 
tortured by after a friend inhaled 


one shortly on a subsequent trip. 
Another gem in a growing down- 
town crown of eatery elegance, 
Eastside makes the perfect pre-/ 
post-Guthrie gathering place 
(and personal kitchen for anyone 
fortunate to live above the fun in 
the Latitude 45 building). 


Photos by Hubert Bonnet 


PILGRIMAGE 


I have a sweet spot for anyone who opens a restaurant in South Min- 

neapolis. Correction: I have a sweet spot for anyone who opens a GOOD 6SMITH 
restaurant in South Minneapolis. Chef Craig Ball gets high marks for bring- 
ing his international comfort food concept to my neck of the woods. You can 
quite literally take a tour of the globe via a menu rich with unique, yet ut- 
terly satisfying dishes, like the Chimichurri Philly, chilaquiles, and an eggs 
benedict all the way from Paraguay. Whatever you do, don’t miss out on the 
“donuts.” These sinful pockets of creme-filled pastry left a lasting impres- 
sion on titillated taste buds. 


You better have a pretty good reason to get me all the way out 
to Wayzata. Yes, it’s beautiful and, yes, it’s charming, but we've 
got charm in Minneapolis too. What Minneapolis doesn’t have, 
however? A Fat Burger. This beefy beauty is layered with bacon 
and onion jam, Fini cheddar fondue, Neuske’s bacon, and Ameri- 
can cheese, all stuffed into a brown butter brioche bun. And it’s 
totally worth the drive. I can’t think of a better date night than 
noshing burgers (or steaks or any of the hefty menu’s worth of 
entrées) against the backdrop of beautiful Lake Minnetonka. 
OMG, I almost forgot the chocolate brownie sundae! Don’t forget 
the chocolate brownie sundae. You're welcome. m 


Резе: 


Photo by Hubert Bonnet Photos by Hubert Bonnet 
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MAPLEWOOD MALL * 
BURNSVILLE CENTER * 


651-773-3464 
952-204-9349 


i 


HAPPY HOLIDAYS 


GET ON THE 
NICE 


LIST 


OUR NEW BAR AND PRIVATE 


STARTING AT ROOM FOR 40 MAKES YOUR 


$ O^: HOLIDAY EVENT SHINY BRIGHT! 
4 new holiday tradition for the company 
party or to celebrate with family and friends? Make 


PER PERSON паса to треме ве bor леп тысы 
ut је 


#FondueEffect 
MELTINGPOT.COM 
THE MELTING POT LOCATIONS ARE LOCALLY OWNED 
AND OPERATED. RESERVATIONS REQUIRED 


The 
Meltin$ Dot. 


a fondue restaurant 


(612) 338-9900 * 80 S. 9TH ST., MINNEAPOLIS, MN 55402 


x2. 


ISO ME DINE WITH usse COME DANCE МЕ Ns 


An upscale casual dining and music venue 
minutes from Downtown Minneapolis 


L | V E music DAILY 
NO COVER CHARGE 


View our menus and full music calendar at: 


www.CroonersLoungeMN.com 
North of 694 on Highway 65 | 763-571-9020 


HOLIDAY 
"SAVINGS! 


Now Thru January 16 


Storewide Savings On Your 
Favorite Wines, Spirits & Beers. 


~ Happy Holidays from Haskell’s ~ 


Наке 


The Wine Pooplel 


Minneapolis • Bloomington • Chanhassen • Excelsior - Faribault - Maple Grove - Minnetonka 
Plymouth - Saint Paul - Stillwater - White Bear Lake - Woodbury - haskells.com 
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201 D COMMUNITY AWARDS / / 


Dot Beltsler The Lavender Community Awards are our new version of the Lavender 100 and 
the Pride Awards. Recipients of this year's awards were nominated and voted for 
online throughout the month of November. Winners demonstrate clear dedication 
and leadership by being either out or an ally and working for the advancement of 
the community that is comprised of gay, lesbian, bisexual, transgender, queer, and 
allied people. Without further ado, we are proud to present the recipients of the 2015 
nn Lavender Community Awards. 


Working tirelessly as the ex- 
ecutive director of Twin Cities 
Pride, Dot Belstler strives to 
create a safe space for people 
to come together, not only to 
celebrate, she says, but to tell 
stories, embrace the com- 
munity's history, and expose 
the larger community to 

issues concerning the LGBTQ 
community. “I do this work 

for that person who is coming 
to their first Pride celebra- 

tion and realizes they are not 
alone,” she says. “That there 

is a community here willing to 
embrace them and help them 
on their journey. Creating safe 
| space is very important to me. 
& |. | I want the entire LGBTQ com- 
munity to find space and feel 
that they belong at Twin Cities 
Pride.” For Belstler, inspiration 
comes from the volunteers 
who support Twin Cities Pride. 
In addition to their own “day 
jobs,” they volunteer countless 
hours for Pride, often using 
paid time off or rescheduling 
their hours over Pride week 

to create the celebrations. For 
the foreseeable future, Belstler 
will be continually working to 
position Twin Cities Pride as 
one of the Pride celebrations 
everyone needs to attend. She 
says, “We have an amazing 
community here and I want to 
share it with the world.” 


Organizational Involvement: 


D» 


ое. 


TWO HAPPY HOURS 
7 DAYS A WEEK! A BONUS 
3:00-6:00pm & 9:00pm-1:00am FOR BEING ON THE 


$1 Off All Bottled Beer & Cocktails 


$2 Off All Burgers After 9:00pm 


$3 Martinis 
During Happy Hour on Monday & Tuesdays! 


Not applicable during Xcel Energy Center events 


CLOSE TO THE XCEL ENERGY CENTER & THE ORDWAY | WWW.BURGERMOES.COM 
242 WEST 7TH STREET I SAINT PAUL, MN 551021 651.222.3100 


HEALTH CARE 
that starts with: 


Health care that starts with you.® 
ucare.org | 1-855-307-6975 toll free 
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‚ COMMUNITY AWARDS 


Mili Dutta 


Organizational Involvement: 


Working as an IT professional 
(“о feed my stomach") and a 
community organizer (“to feed 
my soul"), Mili Dutta builds 
connections both in the Twin 
Cities and India. “Every time 
Icome back to the U.S.A., 
Ifeel lonely," Dutta says. “1 
feel our LGBT community is 
disconnected and has lots of 
high risk activities. I want to 
build community, where gay 
or straight, black or white 

or brown, we all could be to- 
gether." In 1994, Dutta came to 
the U.S. with $500 in hand and 
two suitcases and has since 
risen to become an activist in 
South Minneapolis, organiz- 
ing an annual fundraiser that 
supports women's economic 
empowerment and organic 
farming in rural Assam, India. 
"In everything I do, I stay fo- 
cused on a healthy LGBT com- 
munity in South Minneapolis 
and women's empowerment 
in Assam," Dutta says. "These 
are the two most important 
areas to my life...they are my 
passion." Dutta's dream is to 
build bridges between Min- 
neapolis and Assam, creating 
a healthier community in 

both locations. “I am going 

to open a space for the LGBT 
community in my home town, 
Assam. I am starting a fair 
trade social entrepreneurship 
and will import goods/arts 
from the villages that I support 
and make the goods available 
here in Minneapolis." 
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201 р LAVENDER COMMUNITY AWARDS 


Chad Kampe 


Organizational Involvement: 
MID-CONTINENT OCEANO- 
GRAPHIC INSTITUTE, OUT- 
FRONT MN, THE ALIVENESS 
PROJECT, FAMILY TREE 
CLINIC, SAINT PAUL PUBLIC 
SCHOOLS FOUNDATION 


Flip Phone serves as an 
opportunity for the community 
to come together and interact 
in new spaces, and as the 
self-described *CEO of fun" for 
Flip Phone Chad Kampe is in 
charge of creating welcom- 
ing and inviting spaces for 
everyone. “Everyone needs to 
dance it out,” he says. Kampe, 
who works as the executive 
director for Mid-Continent 
Oceanographic Institute 
(MOD, says he always thought 
that everyone needs fun in 
their life. “Flip Phone provides 
that outlet for me and the 
community. As for MOI, I 
enjoy watching volunteers help 
students overcome difficulties. 
We all have the power to make 
a change in this community." 
With his husband by his side 
(“Не guides me through all 
major decisions."), Kampe is 
on track to use fun and dance 
to create change. In the future, 
Kampe would love to see MOI 
reach two or three thousand 
students. "Additionally, I'd like 
to publish a book written by 
LGBT high school students," 
he says. "Finally, I want to 
continue bringing Flip Phone 
dance parties to unexpected 
locations.“ 


Photo by Hubert Bonnet 
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HIV+? 
On treatment? 
CD4 not going up? 


Join a study at the University of Minnesota 
that is using an innovative new therapy to 
boost CD4 cells and restore normal immunity. 


Call today and see if you qualify. 
612-625-7472 


hiv.umn.edu 


UNIVERSITY OF MINNESOTA 
Driven to Discover® 
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COMMUNITY AWARDS 


Tawnya 
"Sweetpea" 
Konobeck 


Organizational Involvement: (pte р У | 


Таутуа Konobeck (or Sweet- 
pea, as many know her) wears 
many hats: event planner and 
producer (Sweet Soiree Events 
& Entertainment), burlesque 
entertainer (Sweetpea), and 
performance teacher and 
personal trainer (Studio 
Sweet). All the work she does 
boils down to creating safe, 
sexy, and entertaining spaces 
for communities to gather, to 
take a break from the work 
we're all constantly doing in : 4 
the world, and celebrate life P. ps 

and one another. “I use the 
visibility and popularity of 
Sweetpea to spread messages 
of equality, love, and wellness," 
ү. she says. As a teacher and 

| trainer, Konobeck works to 
О | reconnect people with their 
bodies and coach them in ways 
~ to care for them. She says, "In 

Š my eyes, self care is a form 

of radical activism, especially 
within the GLBTQI communi- 
ty. Our bodies are the vehicles 
we have in this life in which 

to do our work; if we're our 
healthiest and happiest selves, 
our impact will be the most 
potent and with exceptional 
endurance." 


MEMORIES 
HAPPEN 

WITHOUT 
WARNING 


Knows about Your Life 


Being asked "What's important to you?" should be the beginning 
of the life insurance process, not the end of it. At Edward Jones, 
we meet with you face to face, so we can get to know you and 
your entire financial picture. That way, we can help find the life 


insurance policy that best suits your family's unique needs. 


Because the more we know about what's important in your life, 
the better we can help you take care of it. 


To learn about the solutions we can offer to meet the 
financial needs of the LGBT community, contact me. 


Edward Jones operates as an insurance producer in California, New 
Mexico, and Massachusetts through the following subsidiaries, respec- 
tively: Edward Jones Insurance Agency of California, L.L.C., Edward Jones 
Insurance Agency of New Mexico, L.L.C., and Edward Jones Insurance 
Agency of Massachusetts, L.L.C. 


This literature is intended to promote and assist in the sale of life insurance or annuities. Talk 
with me about the various insurance and annuity products offered through Edward Jones. 


John Degelmann, CIMA® 
Financial Advisor 
8009 34th Ave South Suite 820 


Bloomington, MN 55425 
952-854-5224 


FIRST EQUITY MORTGAGE 
NMLS #299829 


Featured Employee 


Lynnette Conley 


Over the last 29 years of her career as a mortgage professional, Lynnette has focused on her 
philosophy of partnering with her clients to provide quick answers to their questions and 
resolving issues in a manner that proves beneficial to her borrowers, so much so, that many 
have become her friends and continually refer her to their friends and family. 


Lynnette started in mortgages as a Wholesale Account Executive and eventually saw the light 
and wanted to work directly with borrowers. With her vast mortgage experience, she can 
determine the best financing opportunity for nearly all situations whether conventional, FHA, 
USDA, VA or portfolio loans. 


Lynnette is happy to be a part of First Equity Mortgage which shares her philosophy and whose 
staff is committed to giving her clients the service they deserve. 


Senior Loan Officer Call or email Lynnette to schedule your FREE appointment to meet and 
Office: 763-251-1994 discuss your mortgage needs today! 


Lynnette@FEMort.com 
NMLS #1267676 


EQUAL HOUSING 
OPPORTUNITY 
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Nikolas 
Martell 


Organizational Involvement: 
OUTSPOKEN!, BUTTON 
POETRY, THE FOX EGG GAL- 
LERY, WORD SPROUT, GADFLY 
THEATRE, PATRICK'S CABA- 
RET, 20% THEATRE COMPANY 
TWIN CITIES 


Nikolas Martell works as a 
professional performance 

and visual mediums artist, 
but his focus has shifted 

over time from performing 
his own works as a form of 
engagement, to facilitating 
space and opportunities for 
others to express themselves. 
“Т also strive to incorporate 
resources and information 
into the programming I do, 
and to create spaces where 
people can have the difficult 
conversations that we need to 
have,” he says. “I also dedicate 
myself to building creative 
networks between queer and 
intersecting organizations and 
individuals, with particular 
attention to queer identity 
and mental health groups.” 
When Martell was growing 
into his identities as a queer, 
aneurotypical person, creative 
spaces were both critical and 
challenging for him. “I found 
community but I also found 
division,” he says. “Now that I 
am in a more solid place with 
myself, I want to give back not 
just by sustaining the spaces 
that were good to me but by 
challenging those which were 
not and by creating entirely 
new spaces as well.” For now, 
Martell continues his empow- 
erment work through creative 
expression and stays open to 
whatever opportunities and 
challenges may come. 


Photo by Hubert Bonnet 
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Welcome to 
the Neighborhood of... 


BREL. AS N 


UPTOWN 


Now Leasing Exquisite Apartments 
а & @ HABITATION` 


FURNISHING + DESIGN 


(844) 707.7689 | ElanUptown.com HABITATIONDESIGN.COM 
952.426.3548 
2837 Emerson Avenue South 4317 EXCELSIOR BLVD. ST. LOUIS PARK, MN 55416 
Minneapolis 55408 Creating beautiful homes for beautiful families 


THE REMODELER YOU CAN TRUST 


AKIS 


Bread Haus Ww 
JA ` h> T у 


ы 
\ >), \ 


2255 C 


4330 Nicollect Avenue South, Minneapolis, MN 55409 
612.821.1100 / 651.690.3442 MN LIC #BC378021 


www.houseliftinc.com 
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Lee Roehl & 
Mike Cassidy 


Organizational Involvement: 
TWIN CITIES QUORUM, 
MINNESOTA AIDS PROJECT, 
PROJECT 515, DIVA|MN, 

THE ALIVENESS PROJECT, 
OPEN ARMS OF MINNESOTA, 
CLARE HOUSING, AIDS RIDES, 
AMERICAN EXPRESS PRIDE 
NETWORK, HUMAN RIGHTS 
CAMPAIGN 


“I like to think that I'm a 
connector between a cause 
and those that would like to 
help,” Mike Cassidy says. He 
and Lee Roehl are partners 

at ROR Tax Professionals, a 
workplace that is a strategic 
business partner with Twin 
Cities Quorum, sponsoring 
important community events 
such as the Annual National 
Coming Out Day Luncheon. 
Roehl, a founder of ROR Tax 
Professionals in 1991, is identi- 
fied as the Queen of Queries 
on the business website and 
jokes that dancing, cooking, 
Quorum, and non-profits tend 
to keep him off the street. 
Cassidy says, “It makes a 
difference to me that folks can 
lead better, more authentic 
lives when more folks engage 
in the things that make com- 
munity work.” The two show 
no signs of slowing down, and 
who knows what the future 
holds? According to Cassidy, 
“I always say my crystal ball is 
cloudy, but I know ГЇЇ always * 

be involved in our community." "m aN же» 


m 


Photo by Hubert Bonnet X 
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Give the gift of friendship... 
a gift card from La Grolla! 
Historic Cathedral Hill 


Neighborhood 
452 Selby Avenue, St. Paul | 


e 
Finest of. Lb UXULY 


Luxury Apartments 


/ | " š , 4 
Luxury bi ing Urban Contemporar Й Contemporar ү Ё zfestyle 


1314 Marquette Avenue 740 Mississippi River Blvd S TIO West Grant Street 
Minneapolis, MN 55403 St. Paul, MN 55116 Minneapolis, MN 55403 


e @ 
In \ / 1 є 1 О П 612.339.9600 651.698.8866 6123420110 

marquetteplace.com 740riverdrive.com onetengrant.com 
distinctive eyewear 


Marquette Place, One Ten Grant, and 740 River Drive offer our residents a wide array of amenities, 
‚^+ including 24-Hour concierge services, chauffeured car service, business centers, fitness centers, 
P> — = САХ indoor/outdoor swimming pools and even complimentary continental breakfast Monday-Friday! 


www.invision-optical.com | | | 
Unfumished and furnished, Long and short term rentals available. 
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2015 


Steve 
Schmitz 


Organizational Involvement: 


Since coming out at 22, Steve 
Schmitz says 95 percent of the 
people in his life have been ex- 
tremely loving and supportive. 
"I know that is NOT the norm 
and I am extremely grateful," 
he says. "I try to turn that 
gratefulness into service. I am 
devoted to following Christ's 
example and know that he 
loved everyone and often hung 
out with people on the margins 
of society." As a high school 
band and world drumming 
teacher, Schmitz is commit- 
ted to proudly standing up for 
injustices, whether talking to 
students, family, friends, or 
strangers. "I volunteer time 
and money to LGBT organiza- 
tions because, as a kid, I never 
thought I would have a happy 
life as a gay person," he says. 
"To express my gratitude, I 
now give back to make sure 
others have hope of a happy 
life." With his work, Schmitz 
will continue to try to live up 
to his motto of building better 
people through excellence 

in music, hoping to build an 
excellent music program at 
his school in St. Louis Park. 
Schmitz and his husband are 
also seriously looking into 
hosting a young person in 
need with the GLBT Host 
Home program with Avenues 
for Homeless Youth. 
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Connie Statz 


Organizational Involvement: 


In 1981, Connie Statz was 
diagnosed with full-blown 
AIDS after receiving blood 
carrying HIV during a medical 
procedure. After discovering 
her disease, Connie knew 

that this was a moment to 
continue living and to create 
her own voice. Connie is the 
founder of Camp Benedict, a 
camp where people living with 
HIV/AIDs can come together 
for a week every year. Though 
Statz passed this year, her 
legacy lives on. Tassy Singer, 
the daughter of a woman who 
was helped by Camp Benedict, 
says, "If I had to define her 
occupation I would say she 
was a healer. She was amazing 
at being around others and 
making them comfortable." 
Though Statz identified as a 
heterosexual woman, she was 
an ally, working to defeat the 
stigma around ШУ. “I believe 
she did what she did to help 
people; to make them aware 
and when possible ease their 
pain and suffering," Singer 
says. "Letting people know 
that they are not alone despite 
how it feels at times. Even 
when their friends and families 
turned their backs due to 
ignorance, she wanted to show 
love!" Keith Pederson, a writer 
for the documentary Putting 
the Ribbon Back On, detailing 
Statz life and work with Camp 
Benedict, says, "Many of us 
remember our first experience 
at camp and how it was at once 
terrifying and exhilarating. 
Connie was able to make the 
terrifying go away." He contin- 
ues, "She will be missed by so 
many, but, fondly remembered 
and never that far away." 
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Minnesota 
Lynx 


Organizational Involvement: 


The Lynx (and the WNBA as 
a whole) are proud and visible 
supporters of the community, 
marketing to gay, lesbian, 
bisexual, and transgender fans 
to come out to games. “The 
Minnesota Lynx is more than 
just basketball,” says Ashley 
Carlson, Lynx public relations 
manager. “The organization is 
all about acceptance and inclu- 
sion as well as being positive 
role models throughout the 
community." As Carlson states, 
what the Lynx do for the com- 
munity is also in the form of 
simply being role models. Per- 
haps primarily. And nothing 
tests a role model's character 
more than trial and hardship. 


This was a challenging year 
for the Lynx, yet the team 
prevailed to win their third 
championship title, becoming 
the first pro sports team from 
Minnesota to win a league title 
on its home court (or ice or 
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field) since the 1991 Twins. 
Ofthe three titles, this was 
the sweetest, because it was 
so hard. The Lynx dealt with 
injuries and with the midsea- 
son additions of Sylvia Fowles, 
Anna Cruz, and Renee Mont- 
gomery. The team went 6-6 in 
August, limping to the finish 
ofthe regular season. Add to 
it the discussion about the age 
of three of the four members 
of their core and doubts about 
how much longer they can 
play. Indeed, the Lynx have 
proven themselves in the face 
of adversity as worthy role 
models who can overcome to 
win the championship. "The 
GLBT community has proven 
to be huge supporters and fans 
of the Minnesota Lynx and 
the organization wants to give 
back to its fans," Carlson says. 
"The Lynx organization prides 
itself on having a welcoming 
environment for all its fan base 
and they want everyone to 
come together." For the future, 
Carlson says the Lynx will 
continue to support the GLBT 
community and embrace all 
the fans while continuing to 
win championships. 


CONTINUED ON PAGE 46 
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Тип 
Campbell's 


Tim Campbell is Lav- 
ender's 2015 Person of the 
Year(s). This year saw the 
greatest victory ever for the 
gay community, the Su- 
preme Court of the United 
States decision in Obergefell 
v. Hodges, which legalized 
same-sex marriage throughout 
America. Thus, it's appropriate 
to recognize Campbell now for 
his half-century of gay activism 
that helped pave the way for 
such a victory. 

Born in 1939, Campbell 
became passionately involved 
in the gay community when 
he relocated from Texas to 
Minnesota in the turbulent 
decade of the 1960s before 
the 1969 Stonewall Rebellion 
in New York City, a catalyst 
for gay liberation. From 1979 
to 1992, he was publisher 
and editor of the GLC Voice 
newspaper, the first successful 
local gay publication, which 
he founded as a venue for gay 
advocacy journalism. Two 
accomplishments during that 
13-уеаг tenure stand out. First, 
his relentless coverage of the 
AIDS crisis and promotion of 
safe sex saved countless lives. 
Second, his championing of 
the First Amendment to the 
United States Constitution dur- 
ing the local Andrea Dworkin/ 
Catharine MacKinnon anti- 
pornography crusade in 1983 
well served the Minnesota gay 
community. Ever a gay activist, 
Campbell is now retired in 
Texas. 

Full disclosure: Three de- 
cades ago, on November 4, 1985, 
Tim Campbell hired me as his as- 
sistant at the GLC Voice, which 
launched my now 30-year-tenure 
in gay publishing. I have always 
considered this gay pioneer to be 
my wise mentor. 


OF THE YEAR(S) / 


You are best known as the 
publisher and editor of the GLC 
Voice newspaper in the Twin Cit- 
ies for 13 years, which you often 
called advocacy journalism. What 
did it accomplish during those 
years? 

Tim Campbell: Every two weeks, 
the GLC Voice newspaper placed 
15,000 copies of a gay newspaper on 
over 100 strategically placed news- 
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stands throughout the Twin Cities. 
We hit college campuses to reach 
the young, government buildings to 
reach the politicos, and gay and les- 
bian bars to reach our core constitu- 
ency. The GLC Voice was a billboard 
that taught the Twin Cities that we 
had a big and active community with 
all kinds of things happening. We 
fostered all those activities. 

What was your first awareness 


of your gay identity, your coming- 
out experience, and your initial 
involvement in gay activism? 

TC: I knew I was fem before I was 
eight. My coming-out experience was 
in early 1962 at the draft call-up. Still 

a virgin, I was asked by Uncle Sam 

if I had “homosexual tendencies." I 
checked the YES box. They required a 
visit to a psychologist. I got a 1-Y draft 
qualification. My seminary got notified. 


The psychologist sent the bill to my 
parents. Every time I filled out a job 
application from 1962 until 1973 or 
later, the application asked, “What's 
your draft status." I answered, “1-Y.” 
There was a time when the Army 
asked, and some of us told. 

In one of your finest hours, 
how did you champion the First 
Amendment rights of adult 
establishments such as book- 
stores, especially during the 
Andrea Dworkin and Catharine 
MacKinnon antipornography 
crusade in Minneapolis in 
1983? 

TC: In fact, when I see the word 
"finest" and the name “Andrea 
Dworkin" in the same sentence, I 
smile. 

GH: When you were again 
at your best, what was your 
contribution to the fight against 
HIV/AIDS in Minnesota in the 
1980s, particularly your insis- 
tence that condom use during 
sex would prevent the disease? 
TC: Tricia Fabry (who, sadly, 
passed away recently), a regular 
illustrator for the GLC Voice, created 
an eye-catching poster in yellow, 
white, and black with a hot guy (she 
was actually the model!) bending 


over to drop his pants, with the 
simple message: "Use condoms and 
live." As well as printing it in the 
newspaper, we had several hundred 
copies of the poster printed, and 
gave them out to all the bars and 
gay gathering spots. Many of them 
stayed on walls in the bars and 
men's rooms for several years. 

You are the only person in 
the gay press to whom famed 
local gay activists Jack Baker 
and Michael McConnell, the 
local gay men who were the first 
to attempt to be legally married 
in the United States in the early 
1970s, would grant access over 
the past three decades. What are 
your memories of them? 

TC: They taught me in 1970, while 
we were doing sensitivity training on 
gay issues for the University of Min- 
nesota Department of Education, 
that our goal was to change the way 
people think about gayness. Jack 
predicted that it would take 50 years, 
but that if lots of new college grads 
helped, we could and would do that. 
And we did. Jack and Mike are our 
number-one superheroes. 

Although you have described 
yourself as a feminist, you have 
had a strained relationship with 


the lesbian community at times. 
Why? 

TC: I think your question is unfair. 
Who defines "the lesbian communi- 
ty"? It speaks not with just one voice, 
as you oversimplify. Lots of lesbians 
supported my work and worked for 
the GLC Voice. Only those lesbians 
oppose me who basically see all men 
as the enemy, because my priori- 
ties are gay- or homosexual-rights 
issues. Their priorities are women 
first and über alles [above all]. They 
have the problem. 

In 1985, in your only foray 
into politics, you ran for mayor 
of Minneapolis on the Indepen- 
dent Demoblican ticket (a clever 
spoof on the Democratic and In- 
dependent Republican parties). 
What is your view of the role of 
politics for the gay community? 
TC: Anything that gets in the news 
and reminds the world that gays are 
citizens cures the idea that we are 
perverts. 

You grew up Catholic and at- 
tended a Catholic seminary, yet 
you later became an atheist. Did 
your atheism impact your gay 
activism? 

TC: Yes and no. My atheism is 
based on the search for evidence for 


theories and other beliefs...always 
pursuing accurate knowledge. An- 
tigay bigotry is just one example of 
how people's beliefs tend to be made 
up out of whole cloth as opposed to 
based on evidence. 

How will history (or histori- 
ans) judge you now and in the 
future? What is your legacy for 
the gay community? 

TC: For the next 20 years or more, 
feminists will be ruling court and 
revising history. Xenophobias seem 
to sweep across the continents in 
half-century waves. Feminist sense 
of superiority and entitlement will 
wane, as did Nazism. After 2050, gay 
men will probably be seen in a much 
better light, probably as equal to 
women once again. 

In an article about you in 
the Minneapolis Star Tribune in 
1986, you called yourself the 
Moses of the Twin Cities gay 
community, predicting that like 
him, you would lead your people 
to the Promised Land but would 
not actually set foot there your- 
self. Would you say the same 
now, 29 years later? 

TC: No. I think we've reached the 
Promised Land, and gays won. The 
rest is all small potatoes. Bi 


Twin Cities Pride thanks and 


congratulates all the 2015 Lavender 


Community Award Honorees 
for their leadership and 


contributions to the 
GLBT community. 
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Krakow's main square on a Sunday afternoon. Photo by Carla Waldemar 


Poland 


POLIS PRIMER 


Here I am in language boot camp: a week focused 24/7 on immersion 
in a foreign tongue. I had the easier role, however, here in the outback 
of Poland. We 20 Anglophones from the U.S., Britain, Ireland, Scotland, 
Canada, and Australia, helped 20 Poles (professionals with a textbook 
grasp of the English language) to gain fluency and confidence in con- 
versational English, interacting with accents of every stripe. (I, too, had 
trouble wading through the Irish lilt and Scottish burr.) The age gamut 
ran from a sweet Polish lass of 20 to a 70-something British gent. 

After meeting up in Warsaw, we drove through corn and cabbage 
fields to a resort in a hamlet of two dozen houses centered around a 
beribboned Jesus on the roundabout and a convenience store the size of 
a closet. Lodging was free (free!) for us Anglos, as were meals, six to a 
table, three of each tongue. Polish beer cost $2, vodka was $1 a shot, so 
the evening’s bar bills didn’t pinch. 

After a breakfast of cheese, sausage, paté, yogurt, cereal, cukes and 
tomatoes, eggs, and the occasional (yea!) donut, we launched into a se- 
ries of one-on-ones: free-ranging, hour-long conversations with a rota- 
tion of participants. The “How many children?” blah-blah soon gave way 
to more intense personal and cultural exchanges, like the Poles’ high 
cost of leaving home (at age 35); differing views on Syrian refugees; one 
exec’s frustration with the Catholic church, another’s with a job search, 
and frank reminiscences about growing up under Soviet rule: “All black 
and gray — no color. Day-long queues when something was delivered to 
a store before we even knew what the ‘something’ was. Worst of all, no 
free talk: anyone could be an informer.” In other words, no topics barred, 
and lasting friendships formed. 

Chats were punctuated with activities in groups of six, which were 
presented with a scenario to work on: maybe, a failing restaurant had 
to reinvent itself, but how? Staff cuts? New menu? Publicity campaign? 
Each team presented its solutions to the rest of the group. Another day’s 
exercise asked teams to choose the six most valuable people who ever 
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lived to repopulate a destroyed planet (Einstein vs. Mother Teresa or 
Oprah, for instance). 

Each Pole needed to prepare an individual presentation on the topic 
of his choice for the final day with the help of an Anglo mentor. Oksanna 
taught us about Ukrainian cooking; health-care professional Monika 
gave a power-point talk on the substandard ultrasound equipment used 
in Polish hospitals; Marta explained the challenges of mountain climb- 
ing; and Sojia prepared a mock job interview. We Anglos helped with 
nuances, correcting “I am exciting to meet you," “Т come from a short 
family" (i.e., ^small"), and “roads like Switzerland cheese." 

After lunch, 90 minutes of free time to nap, read, or roam the country- 
side. And after dinner, game time. We formed teams for Trivial Pursuit 
and Pictionary or nutty skits. Then, the studious (or exhausted) headed 
for bed and the rest of us bellied up at the bar. 

Was the experience challenging? You bet. Was it worth it? You bet, 
again. How else can someone like me venture to Poland and talk to any- 
one beyond waiters and taxi drivers — really get to know individuals on 
the other side of the globe? Maybe we'll meet up again someday (lots 
of invitations). For now, Facebook friends forever. For info, visit www. 
angloville.com. 


BOOKEND YOUR ANGLOVILLE EXPERIENCE 
WARSAW 

Warsaw was savagely flattened by the Nazis in reprisal for the coura- 
geous but doomed Uprising of 1944, today relived in the Warsaw Upris- 
ing Museum’s reenactment of that heroic 63-day struggle and life under 
the Nazi regime. 

Facades of the charismatic Old Town have been rebuilt exactly as 
they stood in the 18th century; the main square vibrates with a lively 
mélange of outdoor cafés centering streets that meander to the castle, 
the cathedral, and homey restaurants celebrating the trinity of Polish 


TRAVEL 


cooking: pierogi, borscht, and roast duck with red cabbage. From Si- 
gismund's Column, honoring the king as he reigned in 1644, a lovely 
avenue nicknamed Beautiful Street gleams with Baroque facades such 
as the face of a church that harbors the heart of Poland's favorite son, 
composer Chopin. (Benches along the avenue play his melodies, as does 
the airport named in his honor.) Pick up a brochure or check www.free- 
walkingtour.com for a guided introduction to the Old Town and beyond. 

We also joined a free tour of Jewish Warsaw, once second only to 
New York in Jewish residents — 400,000 before mass murders; 3,500 
today. Our guide, Agata, led us to the Monument to the Ghetto Heroes, 
rising from the site of a former synagogue, then on to Umschlagplatz, 
aka Transport Square (next stop: Auschwitz) and the engaging new 
Polin Museum, which interactively recounts 1,000 years of Polish Jew- 
ish history. Nearby stands a memorial statue to a spunky kid named 
Raymond Liebling, part of the Jewish Resistance. You might know him 
by his adopted name, Roman Polanski, who recreated the times in his 
film The Piano. 

In a tour of communist Warsaw, our guide, Agnes, recounted her par- 
ents' dealings in black market dollars and hours spent in shops' queues 
as we walked by bleak Soviet Realism buildings to the former censor's 
office, then to the (unwanted) gift from Papa Stalin, the Palace of Culture 
and Science. We lunched at a milk bar (cheap, filling, and hostile, just as 
in Soviet times), then fled to the city's art museum to view marvelous 
altarpieces redeemed from medieval Polish churches, then a decade-by- 
decade history of Polish modern art. 


KRAKOW 


"There's nothing to see in Krakow!" declared our guide in Warsaw. 


Wrong. But she's right about the rivalry that sizzles between the for- 
mer and present capital cities. Krakow's Main Square was teeming on a 
sunny Sunday, crowded with food stalls selling kebabs, pierogi, and beer 
aside a stage where senior songsters in national costume performed 
while hepcats in the crowd pranced a lively polka. At the top of every 
hour, eyes turn to the square's cathedral where, from a top spire, a trum- 
peter trills (yes, “The Trumpeter of Krakow" of storybook fame). Inside 
the church, majestic stained glass windows gleam in the sun. 

Тыз time it's the real deal, not reconstructed, for the Nazis con- 
quered the city six days after the start of the war and kept it intact, in- 
cluding the vast Wawel Castle dominating the hilltop like a red brick 
Polish Pentagon. Near it, our Old Town walking tour led to the univer- 
sity, founded in 1369, where Copernicus once taught. It's close to the 
Franciscan church of Pope John Paul, whose stained glass windows are 
beauties of Art Nouveau. 

The Jewish tour is one of the most popular, and moving, investiga- 
tions of life before and during the war. Several synagogues remain, as 
does the medieval cemetery, and edifices that housed schools, hospitals, 
and social centers. Today the new Galicia Jewish Museum commemo- 
rates, in photographs, the Jewish synagogues, cemeteries, and other 
sites throughout the province destroyed by the Nazis, and the humilia- 
tions, and worse, these people endured. 

Close to the major camp-transport site stands the Eagle Pharmacy, 
run by a Catholic pharmacist who saved many Jewish lives through his 
underground activity (firsthand accounts and photos from ghetto resi- 
dents fill in the blanks), and, across the bridge, there's the now-famous 
factory of Oskar Schindler, another savior, open to tour. Beside it stands 
МОСАК, the city's museum of contemporary art. в 
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OUR SCENE 


Rohene Ward: From Competit 


Having competed four times at the U.S. 
Championships, Minnesota native Rohene 
Ward is no stranger to competitive figure skat- 
ing. Ward spent 16 years competing for U.S. 
Figure Skating as a national and international 
competitor. He also competed for Puerto Rico 
and is the 2004 Puerto Rican national champi- 
on. But in recent years he switched gears into 
the performer and coach/teacher role. 

Notably, in 2007, he co-coached Kirsten 
Olson, who played the role of Nikki Fletcher, 
the “Jumping Shrimp," in the Disney movie Ice 
Princess, and in recent years has been touring 
Europe with Holiday On Ice in various roles. 
Figure skating fans might know Ward for his re- 
cent work coaching and choreographing pieces 
for Jason Brown, 2015 Men's U.S. Nationals 
Champion and 2014 Olympic team event bronze 
medalist. For the 2016 U.S. National Champion- 
ships being held at the Xcel Energy Center in 
January, Ward choreographed and will be per- 
forming in the opening ceremonies on January 
21. He also has five students competing at the 
senior level: Jason Brown, Jordan Moeller, Ben 
Jalovick, Christina Cleveland, and Mariah Bell. 

This is Lavender's Year in Review Issue, 
and you've had a pretty great year, even be- 
ing named 2015 Choreographer of the Year. 
What has the past year been like for you? 

Rohene Ward: It's been really good, ac- 
tually. A little overwhelming at times with the 
amount of work I've gotten this year, especially 
since receiving the award. My schedule has 
picked up this year and been really chaotic. 
I've been in and out everywhere, a lot of trav- 
el, working a lot of different venues, doing all 
kinds of seminars, workshops, and having little 
performances here and there. 

How easy is it transitioning between the 
roles of performer/competitor and chore- 
ographer? How do the two roles impact 
each other for you? 


SPORTS | BY SHANE LUECK 


Rohene Ward. Photo courtesy of U.S. Figure Skating 


RW: Naturally, doing choreography impacted 
me for performing in shows. But I definitely think 
the transition going from competing to perform- 
ing was really easy for me. But going from tour- 
ing to teaching full time has been a huge adjust- 
ment for me. My time isn’t my time anymore, it’s 
everybody else’s time. That philosophy alone is 
a shift; having to show up for somebody else has 
an extra level of responsibility. Now I’m not just 
thinking about myself. Before, if I didn’t want to 
get up and go to rehearsal, it was on me, but now 
there are other people counting on me and I feel 
bad if I have to miss time on the ice. 

What is your process like when you’re 
creating a new piece? 

RW: My process for my own students is — 
because I know how they skate and move, what 
they do well and don’t do well — I start by listen- 
ing to music. Just sitting at home listening to mu- 
sic that has something different and highlights 
something that they do well, and doesn’t disguise 
what they don’t do well, which is opposite of what 
a lot of choreographers do. When I was choreo- 
graphing for Courtney Hicks, I needed to create 
something that would show off how strong and 
powerful and regal she is, and make her look 
beautiful. It’s about highlighting qualities instead 


or To Performer To Coach 


of hiding flaws. I don’t understand why everyone 
does that. It’s difficult to hide a flaw when you’re 
having them do a flaw. Might as well have them 
do what they do well, and then everything is a 
highlight. When I’m creating a new piece, I hear 
the music first, and if a skater pops into my head 
when I hear the music, then I know it’s for them. 
And then I start seeing colors and shapes and go 
from there. And then we get on the ice and start 
playing and having fun. 

You've spent quite a bit of time perform- 
ing with Holiday on Ice. Can you tell me a 
bit about the difference in dynamic between 
competition and performing in a show like 
Holiday on Ice? Do you have a preference? 

RW: When I'm performing, Im nervous. 
I'm not nervous about what people are going 
to think, I'm nervous about doing my job. But 
when I'm competing, I was too consumed with 
what people thought. Since I started performing 
in shows, it's easier to focus on my job. I'm able 
to stop caring about what other people think be- 
cause [people I know] likely aren't in the town 
I'm visiting, and I also can't see the crowd with 
the performance lights and everything. It brings 
my nerves down. Hands down, performing is a 
favorite, they're not even comparable. 

You've talked before about the ice as 
being a safety net for you growing up. Do 
you still feel a bit of that safety net when 
you step on the ice? 

RW: Very much so. It's very prevalent every 
day. Between my mom and my dad, there are 
six kids. And I went to the worst public school in 
Minnesota, and our area had a lot of gang activ- 
ity. But as soon as I stepped on the ice, it became 
a safety net. No one could touch me. B 


Be sure to catch Rohene Ward's performance 
at the 2016 U.S. Figure Skating Champion- 
ships in St. Paul. For more information, visit 
www.2016uschampionships.com. 


Volunteer! 


Hennepin County 2016 Citizen Advisory Boards 


- Adult Mental Health Local Advisory Council 
— Capital Budgeting Task Force 
— City Planning Commission (Minneapolis) 


- Community Action Partnership of Suburban 
Hennepin Board 


— Workforce Innovation & Opportunity Board 


— County Extension Committee 
(Minnesota Extension Service) 


— Library Board 


- Mental Commitment Attorney 
Panel Advisory Board 


ri 


Application deadline: Thursday, December 31, 2015 


For more information and to apply online: 
www.hennepin.us/advisoryboards 
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+ | 
515 WASHINGTON AVE. $ — EAGLEBOLTBAR.COM == 18 UP TO 5 DJ'S A NIGHT 


RESERVE YOUR SPOT, SEND MIX 6 INFO ТО 
FACEBOOK.COM/UNITEDSUNDAYS?SKIP_NAX_WIZZARD_TRUE 


408 Hennepin Ave * MPLS, MN 55401 * GAY90S.COM 


f FACEBOOK.COM/EAGLEBOLTBAR № @EAGLEBOLTBAR ANNEX N EX 


ENJOY OUR OUTDOOR HEATED SMOKING PATIO 
JUKEBOX • VIDEO GAMES • 756 POOL TABLES • PINBALL 
. DARTS • PULL TABS • АТМ MACHINE ON PREMISES 
OPE MON.-FRI. 3 PM-2 AM • SAT.-SUN. 1 PM-2 AM 


` Singles Pool 
_ TOURNAMENT 


Í Sun., December 20 ° 4 PM 


Fully indexed, Fully Searchable, Friends of Community Map’. А N D Е Е Hi 


When you can't find it, FOC it! 
© E NEVER A COVER CHARGE 


LAVENDER 7 Proudly Serving Our Community Since 1952 
ы: 19 W. 15th St., Minneapolis • (612) 871-5553 • facebook.com/The19Bar 
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OUR LIVES 


FAITH | BY THOMAS EHNERT 


Its My Life, Not a Lifestyle 


One of my favorite T-shirts has in huge 
black letters, “It’s my LIFE, not a lifestyle." I 
was talking recently to someone who says he 
is becoming disenchanted with the “gay life- 
style." This made me think through just what 
the "gay lifestyle" looks like among my friends: 

Is it the married couple who just found out 
they're going to be foster parents? 

Is it a friend who adopted a son, met some- 
one who adopted a daughter, and now the two 
single parents are engaged? 

Is it my friends who, having married, 
bought a starter home together, and spend 
their weekend doing housework and yard- 
work? 

Is it my friend who has presented a TED 
Talk recently because of her successful busi- 
ness? 

Is it friends who post weekly shots of their 
beautiful garden all through the seasons after 
spending Sunday morning doing yard work? 

Is it a couple posting pictures of their cat all 
the time? 

Is it a couple who moved out of their starter 
home and into a bigger home, and I helped them 
do an Ikea run to fill up the place? 

Is it my friend who grieves the death of his 
husband? 

Is it my friend who, recently diagnosed with 
HIV, donates his time to a clinic that does test- 
ing and counseling? 

Is it my friend who posts pictures of his al- 
gebra homework (which he's doing on a Satur- 
day night)? 

Is it my friends who are priests? 

Is it my friends who are up early every Sunday 
morning to play organ for the first Mass? 

Is it my friends who are getting engaged 
and looking forward to starting a family? 

Is it my friend, the philosophy major, with 


whom I sit and talk metaphysics over dinner? 

Is it my friend who's developed his own 
clothing line that's far exceeding anything he 
ever imagined? 

Is it my friend who is a professional gardener at 
the most expensive home in Minnesota? 

Is it my friends who are married, post- 
ing pictures of the healthy dinners they cook 
together? (But there was one picture of a big 
conglomerated cookie that grew together as it 
baked. The caption read, of course, “I only had 
one!”) 

Is it me reading Madeline books with my 
son, teaching him piano, and walking through 
Loring Park teaching him about trees and flow- 
ers? 

I hope the point has been made. What is the 
“gay lifestyle?” Is it not simply life? 

Someone might scoff, “Look at the high 
rates of drug and alcohol abuse, suicide, smok- 
ing, and sexually transmitted diseases.” All of 
that is true. It is not the symptom of a “lifestyle” 
that is wrong. It is the symptom of a subculture 
responding to oppression from family, friends, 
religion, society, and government. Even the 
laws tell us we are subhuman, so that in many 
places, our jobs and housing are still not pro- 
tected. We are the only minority that faces the 
loss of family and the support of religion if our 
minority status becomes known. No wonder 
we use drugs, alcohol, smoking, and sex to 
cope. No wonder some of us can’t handle the 
pressure, and we kill ourselves. 

The traditional gathering place of the GLBT 
community — the bar — is not the summit of 
the “gay lifestyle.” It is an important part of 
GLBT culture. We need places to gather as well 
where “everybody knows your name.” When 
I hear “gay lifestyle,” however, I hear “stereo- 
type.” And it is simply not true. My Facebook 


feed is not filled with pictures of people club- 
bing (although we do that too). My Facebook 
feed is filled with people expressing political 
opinions, gratitude for a beautiful day, goofy 
pictures with pets, descriptions of homework, 
excitement over a new home, a new relation- 
ship, or a new job. 

So why do people cling to the stereotypes? 
For the same reason that Nazis advanced their 
stereotypes of Jews, the American government 
advanced its stereotype of Natives, the English 
advanced their stereotype of the Irish, and so 
forth. When one group can sub-humanize a mi- 
nority, one of three things happen. People look 
down on the minority (the minority is “swbhu- 
man” after all), benevolently seek to lift the mi- 
nority up to the supposedly better level (again, 
the minority is “swbhuman” after all), or even 
get rid of the minority (send the minority to a 
ghetto or a death camp, shame them back into 
a closet, or stand idly by as they die of a virus). 

Even the word, "lifestyle," sub-humanizes 
GLBT people, because we don't even get to 
have "lives." We just get to have "lifestyles." Af- 
ter all, if we just have lifestyles, one can leave 
a lifestyle, but one can't leave a life. Those who 
speak of us as having lifestyles don't want to ad- 
mit that our GLBT identity isn't just something 
we do. It is something we are, and we cannot 
stop being that. It's an essential part of our life. 

Look back on this year for yourself, and 
look ahead to the next. What was part of your 
human, GLBT life, which you are thankful for? 
What good, creative, beautiful things would 
you like to do more of? 

What I see in the “gay lifestyle," is simply 
life. Human life. Beautifully creative, human 
life. m 
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www.StyleByMax.com 
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annie 
fensterstock 
FINE JEWELRY 


Trunk Show 
December 11-13 


Shops at 
Excelsior & Grand 
3826 Grand Way 
St. Louis Park 
952.922.8364 


you to New Life! | 


(and we don't just mean our church) 


Christmas Eve Services: м 
4 and 9pm 
Sundays 10am 


651-488-5581 
965 Larpenteur Avenue West 
Roseville, MN 55113 


New Life 


PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH 
A united community of Knox, North Como & friends 


www.NewLifeChurchRoseville.org 


Christmas Eve 


мча 


Є 


SAINT MARK'S 


EPISCOPAL CATHEDRAL 


7:30 рт a festival of nine THE STORY OF GOD'S 


LOVE, FROM THE 


Deci LESSONS & CAROLS гоне or a меззин, 


TO THE BIRTH OF JESUS, 


TOLD IN 9 SHORT 


5 рт a festival of nine READINGS 


—WITH CAROLS, HYMNS, 


Dec20 LESSONS &CAROLS _ дио снова musi. 


4pm nativity story 


Dec24 НОГУ EUCHARIST 


10:30 рт carols 
11 pm | full choir @ brass 


Пес 24 HOLYEUCHARIST 


10 am CHRISTMAS DAY 


рес 25 CHORAL EUCHARIST 


519 OAK GROVE ST 
MINNEAPOLIS 
(612) 870-7800 


ourcathedral.org 


sunday services | 8 am | 10:30 am | 5 pm 
monday-friday | 12:15 


Sunday Worship 10:30am Weekly 


Blue Christmas Service December 19, 2:30 p.m. 
Christmas Eve Services: 
Carol Sing 3:45 pm; Family Friendly Service, 4:00 p.m. 
“Lessons & Carols” Traditional Service, 10:00 p.m. 


First Christian Church 
(Disciples of Christ) 
(Worshipping at the SpringHouse Ministry Center) 
610 W. 28th Street • Minneapolis 
612-870-1868 


www.fccmpls.org 
“Ап Open & Affirming, Welcoming Community of Faith in the Heart of the Twin Cities.” 


Sharing tidings of comfort 
and joy with the LGBTQ 
Community since 1985. 
Wednesday, December 16 


Advent Vespers: Holden Evening Prayer • 7:00 pm 


Thursday, December 17 
The Edina Coalition for Grief Support’s 
Holiday Service of Remembrance , 4:30 pm 


Sunday, December 20 
Advent Worship Services , 8:15 & 11:00 am 


Wednesday, December 24 
Christmas Eve Services , 3:00* 4:157 5:30 & 11:00 pm 
*especially child-friendly 


Edina Community Lutheran Church 
4113 W. 54th St., Edina, MN 55424 
(2 blocks west of France Ave.) 
952.926.3808 * eclc.org 


і wx 
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RIDE REVIEW | BY RANDY STERN | PHOTOS BY RANDY STERN 


The Best Ride Reviews of 2015 


py. Е 
Ford F-150. Ford Mustang. Hyundai Tucson. 


During the course of 2015, I had the privilege of bringing you some 
of the finest automobiles available in our readership area. They range 
from luxurious performance flagship sedans to some of the most popular 
vehicles sold today. For each one there is a story. I hope you were able 
to enjoy each “Ride Review” and were able to glean something toward 
buying one of these wonderful vehicles of your own. 

Since this issue concentrates on the best of 2015, I found this one to 
be tougher than the last one. Simply, each one states its own case for be- 
ing on this list. These just happen to be the ones that stood out the most 
throughout this past year. 


FORD F-150: The best selling vehicle in this country was all 
changed for 2015. From its aluminum cab and box to an efficient new 
EcoBoost V6, this pickup may have put everyone else on notice. It en- 
abled Ford to create a highly improved cabin that is better feeling and 
more comfortable. In all, customers will no longer need to compromise 
anything when selecting the right F-150 for their needs. This is one pick- 
up truck to seriously consider. 


FORD MUSTANG: The latest is the best of them all. With improved 
handling and an eye on the global market, there is nothing more reward- 
ing than owning one. The addition of an EcoBoost four-cylinder engine 
also helps expand the Mustang’s appeal toward being more efficient 
than ever. The intersection of heritage and modern technology and engi- 
neering is more than enough to consider a Mustang, including the new 
Shelby GT350 and GT350R, as the next coupe or convertible to own. 


HYUNDAI TUCSON: Of all the vehicles driven for this magazine, 
this one came out as the most improved...and the most compelling. 
The 2016 Tucson puts Hyundai out front with its good road manners, 
efficient engine and transmission, and comfortable cabin laden with 
excellent technology. Though there is a lot of competition in this seg- 
ment, selecting the right one is going to be tough. But, if you want 
something that offers fuel efficiency and space for everyone, this one 
is a good choice. 


MASERATI QUATTROPORTE: There is nothing like driving an 
Italian car. There is the symphony of engine and exhaust noise. The 
touch of soft leather upholstery. The richness of old world craftsman- 
ship. Yet, the Quattroporte is more new world than old. Rather, we call it 
modern. For being a modern flagship sedan, it is one where the throttle 
can be massaged for some excitement on the highway. Still, there is 
enough technology and connectivity to keep you engaged behind the 
wheel. That, alone, is today’s Maserati. 


PORSCHE PANAMERA: For years, the carmaker from Stuttgart 
could not justify making a four-door car for their customers. If they had 
to do it, it has to be done right. Shaped like the icon the company has as 
its flagship, the 911, the Panamera offers the long-awaited four-door car 
with Porsche’s performance credentials. There are a lot of choices in the 
lineup ranging from a V6 base model to turbocharged V8 versions with 
up to 550 horsepower on tap to a plug-in hybrid version. Each Panamera 
is truly a Porsche worth driving. 


Maserati Quattroporte. Porsche Panamera. 
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FREE 50" ТУ 


with any vehicle 
purchase or lease! 


YOUR R SAVINGS 


or lease through Ally Bank for free TV offer. Prior purchases and vehicles at differ: cations excluded. All offers available while supplies last or through 12/31/15, whichever comes first. 


UPTO ^ UP TO 


AMONG AMERICA'S 

К SAFEST CROSSOVERS F 5988 399, no 

; 5-Passenger, 2015 Mitsubishi 7-Passenger, 2016 Mitsubishi É 
Outlander Sport Outlander 


Offers en d 12/31/15. Based оп 2015 EPA mileage ratings. Use for comparison only MEN = мән 
Your mileage will vary depending on how you drive and maintain your vehicle. MOTORS 


FOREVER 
FIARRANTY 


Every' new vehicle purchase includes the White Bear 
Mitsubishi forever ишы ШШ miles forever! 


*Fon en Warr ea Es rom vn cle sale dat iis ugh the г lifetime, 
Geter lealer it whit еБеа m for три еч ails, 
including peii components, exi icis sions, а! So owners res} = sibi 


WHITE BEART d 
MITSUBISHI 


3400 Highway 61, Just North of 694, White Bear Lake, MN 


ntil the customer no longer owns the vehicle. Non-transferrable. 


—X 


651.483.9106 WhiteBearMitsu.com 


RIDE REVIEW 


SUBARU OUTBACK: Why do we like them so much? Where do drives quite well, too. Comparing it to delicious confections help sweeten 
we start...reliability, all-wheel drive, lifted ground clearance, huge cargo this mainstream favorite even better. Whether you have a sweet tooth or 
and interior volume, and decent styling. The new 2015 model built off of not, you simply cannot go wrong with a Camry. 
these traits and made them even better. The Outback continues to be the 


preferred vehicle for active lifestyles, a good number of them just hap- VOLVO S60: We will always remember our first Volvo. At least, I 
pen to be us. It still does it for us because it ticks all ofthe boxes. Oh, and will. The S60 is а sporty number that was enhanced by a new series of 
Subaru loves us very, very much. engines: a four-cylinder lineup that offers both turbocharging and super- 


charging. The result is high fuel economy with high horsepower. Not to 
TOYOTA CAMRY: Every year, Toyota sells this popular mid-sized mention, itis very quick on its feet. As one of the first automakers to love 
sedan in the tune of hundreds of thousands. There are many reasons our community, it is no wonder why they still do. The S60 is one major 
for this: great value, straightforward design and offerings, high quality, reason to love them back. m 
and reliability. For 2015, the Camry was revamped, and it looks good. It 


(©2015 Porsche Cars North America, Inc. Porsche recommends seat belt usage and observance of all traffic laws at all times. 
I d | 


Mobil fT [v лесне | 


Every car should be a sports car. 
Introducing our latest proof of that belief. 


Ya KLINE NISSAN 


3090 HWY 61 М 
Innovation MAPLEWOOD MN 551 09 


Porsche Minneapolis А 

9595 Wayzata Blvd. that excites Pott! Scan Ме! 
Minneapolis, MN 55426 KLINENISSAN.COM 

(763) 744-9191 

minneapolis.porschedealer.com PORSCHE 651 .404.2535 
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OVER 15 AUTO 


ye MANUFACTURER 
LaMetiry S. CERTIFICATIONS AND 


Collision, Glass and More! 
RECOGNITIONS 


THE ONLY AUDI AUTHORIZED ALUMINUM COLLISION REPAIRER IN THE 5 STATE AREA 


Bloomington | Burnsville | Eden Prairie | Inver Grove Heights 
Lakeville | Maplewood | New Brighton | Richfield 


CALL ror AN APPOINTMENT 1-888-898-0016 on cer a onuineestimareat LAMETTRYS.COM 


| 2016. CHEVY Y EQUINOX, 


St 


ynosedale 


EVROLET 


_____- ОЛ шет 


*Leases are 24 months, 10К miles per year. $3,000 cash or trade equity due at signing, 
includes taxes, lic and all fees, all offers end 12/31/15. Restrictions apply. 


2016 VOLVO S60 SEDAN = 


LEATHER/MOONROOF/NAVIGATION 
36 MONTH/30,000 MILE LEASE 


ONLY 295 


$3,995 DOWN PLUS SALES TAX, TITLE, LICENSE & 1ST PAYMENT 
O.A.C. WITH VOLVO FINANCE / STOCK # 11158 OR #11118 
ENDS 12-31-2015 


BORTON VOLVO XZ Boghis 
BORTONVOLVO.COM / 612.821.2700 "AX. Borton Volvo _,, 


GOLDEN VALLEY 


— ———————————— 
Dedicated To Excellence Since 1957 


LAVENDERMAGAZINE.COM | 59 


OUR VOICES 


DATELAND | BY JENNIFER PARELLO 


Slumlora 


In the past year, Гуе become a slumlord. It wasn't by choice. It was 
a mantle thrust upon me. And I'm an absolute failure at it. I am, in fact, 
the worst slumlord in the history of those who profiteer off the misery 
of others. 

My dad's best friend, George, left my brother and me a dilapidated 
apartment building in a dodgy neighborhood when he died. We didn't 
realize we owned this dump until just recently, though, because we 
didn't know George had died. 

After 80 years of friendship, George and my dad stopped speaking to 
each other after having an argument over President Obama. I never un- 
derstood what caused the rift since they both hated Obama. My brother 
speculated that maybe they fought over who hated him more. Regard- 
less, feelings were so hurt that when my dad was dying, he refused to 
allow me to invite George over to say goodbye. 

As it turns out, George had died a few months before my dad. But, 
since he was unmarried with no kids, we didn't know of George's death 
until an attorney tracked me down with news of our inheritance. 

George was a fun-loving playboy who aged into a complete lunatic. 
My mother would cite George as a cautionary tale during her campaigns 
to marry off my brother, another fun-loving playboy. “Do you want to 
wind up like George?” she'd threatened, raising the specter of a lonely 
existence spent with a string of buxom lady pirates from Eastern Euro- 
pean countries who take all your money and leave you only with their 
abandoned pets and visits from immigration authorities. 

My brother avoided that fate by marrying, having kids, and moving 
to California. I stupidly remained in the Midwest, which leaves me to 
deal with the inherited building. 

George was a true slumlord. He owned several buildings where he 
performed minimal upkeep. When my brother and I first visited the 
building, my brother proclaimed, “What this place needs is a fire." That 
U neo a ga: H nh a Nhan he had ash с ha o 


sources of a building and its under-privileged tenants, he'd burn it down 
and collect the insurance. 

But, I’m not George. I'm a socialist in the Scandinavian sense of the 
word. I am determined to transform the building into a utopian society 
for single moms! A place where they can work collaboratively, sharing 
childcare and cooking responsibilities, and become stronger through 
sisterhood. 

I convinced my brother that we should fix the place up. I immediately 
met with the tenants, notebook in hand, and diligently jotted down their 
requests for building improvements. I hugged them and assured them 
that we would make this work — together! 

But what I didn't take into account was the deep antipathy between 
these women. They had lived together in this sinking ship for years and 
had cemented cinderblock-sized grudges against each other. 

I routinely gather them in the backyard for rally sessions where I 
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stare off dreamily into mid-distance and give inspired lectures about 
empowerment. They respond by rattling in their seats like boiling tea 
kettles, waiting for me to shut up so they can start screaming at each 
other over perceived slights, loud music playing, and the use of "foreign" 
cooking spices that "stink up the joint." The first building meeting ended 
in a melee when one woman lurched at another and grabbed her hair. 

In the past month, though, I've seen signs of hope. One tenant sent 
me a smiley face emoticon via text after I brokered a peace accord be- 
tween her and her downstairs neighbor and longtime nemesis. This 
morning, on a call with my brother, he suggested we sell the place. I 
considered it for a moment, but then I pulled up the smiley face emoti- 
con and convinced him to keep the dream alive. m 
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we're looking forward to 


another great year in 2016 


Fantasy Gifts’ customers [8] 


Sincerelu, 


CLASSIFIEDS 


ACUPUNCTURE ROOMMATES 


The Balancing Act Acupuncture & 
Massage. Doing what you love is your 
job. Keeping you in Balance is ours. 
Trans* friendly. 1409 Willow Street, 
Ste. 415, Minneapolis. (612) 584.9967 
www.thebalancingactmn.com. 


EMPLOYMENT 


BallingerlLeafblad is conducting а 
search for a President of the St. Paul Port 
Authority. Please see https://www.scribd. 
com/doc/291672672/Executive-Profile- 
Saint-Paul-Port-Authority-President. 
EMPLOY. 


EVENT PLANNING 


Fotobox photo booths are perfect for any 
event. Our professional attendant will 
guarantee your guests have a great time. 
Large booth, props, & everyone gets a 
print. www.fotoboxlive.com/twincities, 
612) 246-3711. 


JEWELERS 


Read our reviews! At Uniquely Yours 
Custom Designed Jewelry, we create 
unique engagement & wedding rings, 


& more! Expert jewelry restorations 
&repairs. Passion fuels everything 
we create. READ OUR REVIEWS! 


www.uniquelyyourscustomjewelry.com, 


Seeking female to share home in Victory 
neighborhood. Bedroom suite, full 2nd 
floor, 462 sf. Shared kitchen on main floor. 
АЦ utilities included. Washer and Dryer 
use. No smoking/pets. $675/month. (612) 
220-4986. 


SOLAR ENERGY 


Life. Powered by the sun. Reduce your 
electric bill with Energy Concepts. Great 
incentives available now for limited time 
for solar electric and thermal! Call for free 
evaluation. www.EnergyConcepts.us, 715- 
381-9977. 


THERAPEUTIC MASSAGE 


STRONG & RELAXING hands, resulting 
in bodywork at its best! Bruck, MT, DC in 
South Minneapolis @ (612) 306-6323. 


WEDDING PLANNERS 


The Crown Room Banquet Center- holiday 


parties, corporate events, wedding 
receptions, and more! Ап incomparable 
experience complete with outstanding 


food and professional staff to cater your 
event needs. TheCrownRoomRogers.com, 
(763) 428-8181. 


(612) 746-0508. 
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THE NETWORK 


ACCOUNTING & BOOKKEEPING 


EMPLOYMENT 


HOME SERVICES 


Karen R Palm CPA CFP 
TAX preparation 
FEE ONLY financial planning 


NO product sales 


612-379-1393 
www.palmkcpa.com 


AUTO DEALERS 


You have a friend at 

Rosedale Chevrolet, 

Call Dewey Lysen at 
(612) 805-8232 


Honor all buying programs and credit 


eyposedale 


EVROLET www.rosedalechev.com 


EXPERIENCED 


ADVERTISING ACCOUNT 
EXECUTIVE WANTED 


Work as a print and/or online 
Advertising Account Executive 


for Lavender Media, leaders 
in GLBT marketing and events. 
Send your cover letter 


and resume to: 
barryGlavendermagazine.com 
No phone calls please. 


FLORISTS 


| union deals! Good or Bad credit accepted. 


Y Z= 


You Are АП Winners To Us. | 


Family Owned & Operated 
For Over 60 Years! 


p. " 
— _ 
(HAGENS 2522 ) 
22257 
FREE Estimates • All Insurance Accepted 
Lifetime Repair Warranty 
28th & Lyndale Ave. S, Mpls • 612-872-6671 


WWW.HAGENSAUTOBODY.COM 


of Ea ee. 


Your Friendly Neighborhood Florist 


Congratulations! 


651-646-7244 
www.gardenofeva.net 


1585 Marshall Ave, Saint Paul, MN 55104 


GUN SHOPS 


DERMATOLOGY 


«Fully stocked firearms dealer 

«Indoor shooting facilities 

• Training courses 
Robbinsdale, ММ + 763-533-9594 
Circle Pines, ММ + 763-792-4867 
Hudson, WI - 715-690-1198 


www.billsGS.com 


uptoWnoskinspg 

dermatology pe >= 
Education 
Experience 


Excellence 
ШШШ with a smile. 
s Healthy Skin, it’s a 
Jaime Davis, MD Beautiful Thing! 


1221 W. Lake St., Suite 208, Mpls, MN 55408 
612-455-3200 * www.UptownDermatology.com 


Advertise your business in 


THE NETWORK 
Call 612-436-4698 
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HEALTH & WELLNESS 


| Struggling with 
- Substance Abuse? 


Take the 1st step & call PRIDE Institute, 
the nation's 1st, exclusive, 
LGBT treatment center 


Call PRIDE today. Т ИРЕ 5 


952-934-7554 


HOME SERVICES 


construction inc. 
H's that easy 


WE SPECIALIZE IN ` 


Roofing 
Siding Insulation 


Home Energy Efficiency «Е 
C CALL US 
612-333-ЗМАР (7627) 


Windows 


» . 
е Aavalon Services 


Exceptional Carpet Cleaning and More 


No Gimmicks! Just 30 Years of Proven Results | 


Call Today: 651-636-0288 
«e 


|| 


=НЕ ЕТЕ 


612.870.4081| shelterarchitecture.com 


Advertise your business in 


THE NETWORK 
Call 612-436-4698 


Serving you for 100 years! zsixce 1914 


ODERLIN 


PLUMBING, HEATING & AIR 


612-721-4080 


Serving the entire Twin Cities Area 
Emergency Service Available 


WWW.SODERLIN.COM 


Licensed, Bonded & Insured 
LICENSE #58002РМ & 3272MB 


MATT'S TREE SERVICE 


CABLING, PRUNING, & REMOVALS 
LICENSED AND INSURED 


Residential & Commercial Services 

ISA Certified Arborist on Staff 

Tree Removal • Tree Trimming * Chipping • Stump Grinding 
Storm Damage * Lot Clearing * Hedge & Shrub Pruning 
Emerald Ash Borer, Dutch Elm Disease 

and Oak Wilt protection treatments 

25+ yrs. Experience 

Credit Cards accepted 


Office: 612-706-8210 


THE NETWORK 


HOME SERVICES 


REAL ESTATE 


RESTORATION • RENOVATION 
MAINTENANCE e REPAR 
CARPENTRY * KITCHENS * TILING * PLASTERING 
BATHROOM • CONCRETE • DECKS • PATIOS 
FREE ESTIMATES 


E = Your Complete Proferrional HomeCare Company 


a 


612-205-5618_ fF 


ecarpentry & remodeling 
e painting 4 repairs 
eother home maintenance 
eno job is too small < 
Gay owned and operated since 1986. | 


7 EST.1914 и 


PLUMBING * HEATING • COOLING 


We're your expert home heating, 
cooling and plumbing company. 
612-424-9349 


651-288-2808 
Small Local Company 
Very best service for 
the very best price. 

www.goodstuffmoving.com 


INSURANCE 


An exceptional community 
deserves exceptional service. 


Steve Wolfson 
612-822-1190 


1516 West Lake St., Ste. 203 + Minneapolis 


swolfson@farmersagent.com 


REA 


763.535.4788 

6262 Boone Ave. N. 

Brooklyn Park, MN 55428 
davina@davinabaldwin.com 

Auto | Home | Life | Health | Business 


А90) 


Davina M. Baldwin 


185-186 Island Avenue East 
Minneapolis, MN 55401 


Rare opportunity to own a historic 
home on Nicollet Island. $685K 


David Aronow 
651-225-3988 
davidaronow@edinarealty.com 


Reed Aronow 


651-497-5958 
ў | reedaronow@edinarealty.com 


= ва 


KEENEY 
REALTOR’ 
BRIDGE BETWEEN BUYERS AND SELLERS” 


p: 612-232-5527 
e: DonavonKeeney@edinarealty.com 


COLDWCLL 
BANKER Ü 


BURNET 


Making Dreams Come Home" 


nwalker@cbburnet.com 


612.827.9537 aa 


SCOTT HAUBRICH Ё 


BROKER 
612-298-5400 


SCOTT@BUYRENTSELLMN.COM 
WWW.BUYRENTSELLMN.COM 


Call me for your FREE Market Analysis 


christopher j friend 
urban Ж realtor 


www.christopherfriend.edinarealty.com 


ЕРМЕК а. 


Results net => 
612-805-8880 „һә 


scottbelcher.com 


GLBT News & Lifestyle 
at your fingertips? 


APPsolutely! 


@ 


hi. N 
FASHION: 


Winte 


0 


™ 


РЕД мў 


Л IÑ 


AS 1 


9 HOLIDAY 


Available on the 


App Store 
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Community Connection brings 
visibility to local GLBT-friendly 
non-profit organizations. To 
reserve your listing in Commu- 
nity Connection, call 612-436- 
4698 or email advertising@ 
lavendermagazine.com. 


ADDICTION & TREATMENT 


Hazelden Betty Ford 
Foundation 

Providing comprehensive treatment, 
recovery solutions. Helping people 
reclaim their lives from the disease of 
addiction. 

15251 Pleasant Valley Rd, 

Center City, MN 

(800) 257-7810 
www.hazelden.org 


ADVOCACY 


Rainbow Health Initiative 
Committed to advancing the health 
and wellness of LGBTQ communities 
through research, education and 
advocacy. 

2021 E. Hennepin Ave., Ste. 220 
Minneapolis, MN 55413 

(612) 206-3180 
www.rainbowhealth.org 


AIDS/HIV INFO & TREATMENT 
Aliveness Project, The 
Community Center for Individuals 
Living with HIV/AIDS - On-site 
Meals, Food Shelf and Supportive 
Services. 

3808 Nicollet Ave. S. 
Minneapolis, MN 55409 

(612) 824-LIFE (5433) www. 
aliveness.org 


Indigenous Peoples Task Force 
Servicing Individuals living with HIV/ 
AIDS 

Offering Case Management services, 
FREE HIV testing and educational 
groups 

1335 E. 23rd St 

Minneapolis, MN 55404 

(612) 889-4636 or (612) 719-2540 
www.indigenouspeoplestf.org 


Park House 

Day health / mental health treatment 
program for adults living with HIV/ 
AIDS. 

710 E. 24th St., Ste. 303 
Minneapolis, MN 

(612) 871-1264 
www.allina.com/ahs/anw.nsf/page/ 
park_house_home 


Red Door Services CAPS 
Program 

Hennepin County Public Health 
Clinic. Get connected to HIV care, 
support, and services. 

525 Portland Ave. S, 4th Floor 
Minneapolis, MN 

(612) 348-3307 
www.capsprogram.org 


COMMUNITY CONNECTION 


U of MN HIV Research Studies 
Looking for HIV+ and HIV- 
individuals to participate in research 
studies. 

420 Delaware St. SE 

Minneapolis, MN 55455 

(612) 625-7472 

hiv.umn.edu 


ANIMAL RESCUE 


Animal Humane Society 
Adoption, rescue, outreach, 
training, boarding. Buffalo, Coon 
Rapids, Golden Valley, St. Paul and 
Woodbury. 

(763) 522-4325 
www.animalhumanesociety.org 


BUSINESS ASSOCIATIONS 

The Minnehaha Mile 

Shop the Minnehaha Mile - For 
vintage, one-of a kind, up cycled and 
rediscovered treasures. 

4049 Minnehaha Ave. 

Minneapolis, MN 55406 

(612) 293-6863 x 104 
MinnehahaMile@shopjunket.com 
MinnehahaMile.com 


Twin Cities Quorum 

Your GLBTQA chamber of commerce 
working to invigorate, build & 
partner for a diverse business 
community. 

(612) 460-8153 


www.twincitiesquorum.com 


EDUCATION 


Minneapolis College of Art 

& Design (MCAD) Continuing 
Education 

MCAD Continuing Education offers 
art and design classes year-round for 
kids, teens, and adults. 

2501 Stevens Ave. 

Minneapolis, MN 55404 

(612) 874-3765 

www.mcad.edu/ce 


EVENT VENUES 


Germanic-American Institute 
Germanic-American Institute - Old 
World Charm as the perfect 
backdrop for your wedding day. 
301 Summit Ave. 

St. Paul, MN 55102 
651-222-7027 

www.gai-mn.org 


Minneapolis Municipal 
Building 

Exchange your wedding vows 
surrounded by stained glass 
windows & carved Italian 

marble. Intimate. Historic. Classic. 
350 S. 5th St. 

Minneapolis, MN 55415 

(612) 596-9518 
www.municipalbuildingcommission. 
org/ Weddings 


McNamara Alumni Center 

An architecturally-stunning venue on 
the University of Minnesota campus. 
D'Amico Catering, parking ramp, 
adjacent hotel. 

200 Oak St. SE 

Minneapolis, MN 55455 

(612) 624-9831 
www.mac-events.org 


The Woman's Club of 
Minneapolis 

Providing a splendid retreat for 
outstanding women and men since 
1907. 

410 Oak Grove St. 

Minneap;olis, MN 55403 

(651) 813-5300 
www.womansclub.org 


United Theological Seminary 
United Theological Seminary Inspire 
your spiritual life. Bring your big 
questions. Certificate or degree 
programs and community education. 
3000 5th St. NW 

New Brighton, MN 

(651) 633-4311 
www.unitedseminary.edu 


HEALTH & WELLNESS 


Family Tree Clinic 

LGBTQ Health Matters at Family Tree! 
Offering respectful, affordable sexual 
health services to meet your needs. 
1619 Dayton Ave. 

St. Paul, MN 

(651) 645-0478 
www.familytreeclinic.org 


NAMI Minnesota 

(National Alliance on Mental Illness) 
Providing free classes and peer 
support groups for people affected 
by mental illnesses. 

800 Transfer Rd. #31 

St. Paul, MN 55114 

(651) 645-2948 
www.namihelps.org 


Reclaim! 

Working to increase access to 
mental health support for queer and 
transgender* youth. 

3217 Hennepin Ave. S., Ste. 2 
Minneapolis, MN 55408 

(612) 235-6743 
http://www.reclaim-lgbtyouth.org 


LIBRARY 

Quatrefoil Library 

Your GLBT Library with stacks of 
DVDs, books, and magazines. Check 
out our online catalogue. 

1220 E. Lake St. 

Minneapolis, MN 55407 

(612) 729-2543 

www.qlibrary.org 


MUSEUM 

Minnesota Historical Society 
Sites & Museums 

Make the Minnesota Historical 
Society's 26 historic sites and 
museums part of your vacation plans. 
www.mnhs.org 


Weisman Art Museum 

Free admission every day. Located 
on the Green Line. Contemporary 
and early American modernism art. 
333 E. River Rd. 

Minneapolis, MN 

(612) 625-9494 
www.wam.umn.edu 


MUSIC 

MPR & The Current 

Providing in depth news coverage, 
classical music, and emerging artists 
on our three regional services. 

480 Cedar St. 

St. Paul, MN 55101 

(651) 290-1500 

www.mpr.org 


Radio K 770 

Radio K is the student-run radio 
station of the University of Minnesota 
330 21st Ave. S. 

610 Rarig Center 

University of Minnesota 
Minneapolis, MN 

(612) 625-3500 

www.radiok.org 


PERFORMING ARTS 


CANTUS 
“The premier men’s vocal ensemble 
in the United States.” - Fanfare 
Magazine 

Minneapolis, MN 

(612) 435-0055 
www.cantussings.org 


Cowles Center for Dance and 
Performing Arts 

The Cowles Center is the Twin 

Cities' flagship for the creation, 
performance, education, celebration 
of dance. 

528 Hennepin Ave. 

Minneapolis, MN 
www.thecowlescenter.org 


Guthrie Theater 

A nationally acclaimed cultural 
destination, home to three unique 
theaters, dining, tours, classes and 
more. 

818 S. 2nd St. 

Minneapolis, MN 

(612) 377-2224 
www.guthrietheater.org 


Hennepin Theatre Trust 
Orpheum, State, Pantages and New 
Century Theatres 

Twin Cities’ best live entertainment: 
Broadway shows, music concerts, 
comedy, dance and more! 
Minneapolis, MN 

1-800-982-2787 
www.HennepinTheatreTrust.org 
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History Theatre 

Plays and musicals telling Minnesota 
stories by Minnesota artists for 
Minnesota audiences. 

30 E. 10th St. 

St. Paul, MN 

(651) 292-4323 
www.HistoryTheatre.com 


Illusion Theater 

Nationally renowned for developing 
artists and new work while sparking 
conversation about challenging 
human issues. 

528 Hennepin Ave., 8th Fl. 
Minneapolis, MN 

(612) 339-4944 

www. illusiontheater.org 


Jungle Theater 

Professional theater producing 
contemporary and classic works 

in an intimate setting in the Lynlake 
neighborhood. 

2951 Lyndale Ave. S. Minneapolis, 
MN 

(612) 822-7063 
www.JungleTheater.com 


Minnesota Orchestra 

Enriching, inspiring and serving our 
community as a symphony orchestra 
internationally recognized for artistic 
excellence. 

1111 Nicollet Mall 

Minneapolis, MN 

(612) 371-5656 

(800) 292-4141 
www.minnesotaorchestra.org 


Mixed Blood Theatre 
Professional, multiracial company, 
promotes cultural pluralism through 
artistic excellence and Radical 
Hospitality no-cost admission 
program. 

1501 S. 4th St. 

Minneapolis, MN 

(612) 338-0937 
www.mixedblood.com 


Northrop - University of 
Minnesota 

An epicenter of discovery and 
transformation celebrating innovation 
in the arts, performance, and 
academics. 

84 Church St. SE 

Minneapolis, MN 55414 

(612) 625-6600 

northrop.umn.edu 


Ordway Center for the 
Performing Arts 

Hosting, presenting, and creating 
performing arts and educational 
programs that enrich diverse 
audiences. 

345 Washington St. 

St. Paul, MN 

(651) 224-4222 
www.ordway.org 


COMMUNITY CONNECTION 


Phoenix Theater 

Comedy, Tragedy, and the stuff in 
between. Offers theater, music, late 
night events, and more. 

2605 Hennepin Ave. 

Minneapolis, MN 55408 

(612) 377-2285 
www.phoenixtheatermpls.org 


The Minnesota Opera 

ММ Opera invites you to enjoy 20% 
off any non-opening performance. 
Use code lavender20. 

620 North First Street 

Minneapolis, MN 55401 
612-333-6669 

mnopera.org 


Twin Cities Gay Men's Chorus 
An award-winning chorus that builds 
community through music and offers 
entertainment worth coming out for! 
528 Hennepin Ave., Suite 307 
Minneapolis, MN 

(612) 339-SONG (7664) 
chorus@tcgmc.org 

www.tcgmc.org 


VocalEssence 

Now in our 47th year, VocalEssence 
is a leading arts organization based 
in Minnesota. 

1900 Nicollet Mall 

Minneapolis, MN 55403 

(612) 547-1451 
www.vocalessence.org 


POLITICS & RIGHTS 


Human Rights Campaign 
Advocates for all GLBT Americans, 
mobilizes grassroots action, invests 
strategically to elect fair-minded 
individuals. 

P.O. Box 50608 

Minneapolis, MN 
www.twincities.hrc.org 
www.hrc.org 


OutFront Minnesota 

Delivering programs/services in the 
area of public policy, anti-violence, 
education, training and law. 

310 E. 38th St., Ste. 204 
Minneapolis, MN 

(612) 822-0127 

www.outfront.org 


PRIDE 

Twin Cities Pride 

The third-largest national Pride 
celebration seeks sponsors, 
volunteers, and board members. 
Contact us today. 

2021 E. Hennepin Ave., Ste. 460 
Minneapolis, MN 

(612) 255-3260 
www.tcpride.org 


RELIGIOUS & SPIRITUAL 

All God’s Children Metropolitan 
Community Church 

A radically inclusive community 
committed to being All God's 
Children FOR all God's children! 
3100 Park Ave. S. 

Minneapolis, MN 

(612) 824-2673 

www.agcmcc.org 


Edina Community Lutheran 
Church 

Upbeat, growing congregation 
committed to inclusion, justice, peace, 
community and proclaiming God's 
YES to all. 

4113 W. 54th St. 

Edina, MN 

(952) 926-3808 

www.eclc.org 


First Christian Church - Disciples 
of Christ 

A Movement for Wholeness In A 
Fragmented World. 

610 W. 28th St. 

Minneapolis, MN 

(612) 870-1868 
www.fccminneapolis.org 


New Life Presbyterian Church 
Inclusive Christian faith community 
daring to live in Jesus' transforming 
love. Come and see. 

965 Larpenteur Ave. W. 

Roseville, MN 55113 

(651) 488-5581 
www.newlifechurchroseville.org 


The House of Hope 
Presbyterian Church 

A Covenant Network Congregation 
welcoming all people. 

797 Summit Ave. 

St. Paul, MN 

(651) 227-6311 
www.hohchurch.org 


Plymouth Congregational 
Church, Minneapolis 
Spiritual, Loving, Relevant, 
Transforming. 

Find us on Facebook and Twitter 
1900 Nicollet Ave. at Franklin 
Minneapolis, MN 

(612) 871-7400 
www.plymouth.org 


St. Mark’s Episcopal Cathedral 
inquiring INSPIRING inclusive. 
Wherever you are on your faith 
journey, St Mark’s welcomes you. 
519 Oak Grove St. 

Minneapolis, MN 

(612) 870-7800 
www.ourcathedral.org 


United Methodist Reconciling 
Churches 

Congregations around Minnesota 
that intentionally welcome all people 
regardless of sexual orientation or 
gender identity. 

www.mnrcumc.org 


Westminster Presbyterian 
Church 

An inclusive, welcoming, open and 
affirming congregation. 

Nicollet Mall at 12th St. 
Downtown Minneapolis 

(612) 332-3421 
www.westminstermpls.org 


SPORTS & RECREATION 
Twin Cities Goodtime Softball 
League (TCGSL) 

Join 500 С1ВТ softball players 

as we celebrate 36 years of gay 
softball in Minnesota. 

P.O. Box 580264 

Minneapolis, MN 

www.tcgsl.org 


STATE FAIRS 

Minnesota State Fair 

The "Great Minnesota Get-Together” 
provides a world-class showcase that 
is innovative, entertaining and fun. 
1265 Snelling Ave. N. 

St. Paul, MN 55108 

(651) 288-4400 
www.mnstatefair.org 


TRAVEL 


Discover Stillwater 

Voted best weekend getaway! 
Birthplace of Minnesota. Distinctive 
lodging. Shop / Dine / Cruise / Art 
Galleries / Nightlife. 

Stillwater, MN 55082 

(651) 351-1717 

http://www. DiscoverStillwater.com 


Meet Minneapolis Convention & 
Visitor Association 

Meet Minneapolis markets 
Minneapolis as the premier 
convention, leisure, weddings and 
group destination. 

250 Marquette Ave. S. #1300 
Minneapolis, MN 55401 

(612) 767-8000 
www.minneapolis.org 


Visit Duluth 

Lake Superior. Historic waterfront. 
Vibrant arts & dining. Adventure. 
Hotels and B&Bs. Attractions and 
events. 

21 W. Superior St., Ste. 100 
Duluth, MN 

(218) 722-4011, (800] 4-DULUTH 
www.visitduluth.com 
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OUR VOICES 


THROUGH THESE EYES | BY JUSTIN JONES 


Where the 
Wind Blows 


I’m lying under my grandmother’s clothes- 
line, watching the bed sheets overhead billow 
in the wind. Wafts of Downy fabric softener 
and Gain laundry detergent mix with scents 
of lilacs and dogwoods planted nearby. The 
linens block the sun every few seconds, cast- 
ing tree silhouettes that disappear as fast as 
they arrive. The sheets are the spires of an ice 
cream castle, the walls of a hidden labyrinth, 
the canvas upon which stories are drawn. 

The sky is postcard blue, peppered with 
cotton ball clouds; the grass is soft and thick, 
enough to fill my hand when I grab hold. I hum 
a song my mother always sings, about a boy 
who plants a lollipop that blooms into a tree. 
Mr. Tackitt on one side next door is outside in 
his workshop, clinking tools and rattling nails; 
Mrs. Faith is in her garden on the other side, 
filling a birdfeeder and batting squirrels away; 
at the house behind my grandmother’s, a 
strange woman wearing a bathrobe is digging 
a hole in her backyard. 

This is the first time I’m neither playing nor 
in school, neither eating nor in a bath. Here 
I feel grown up, in control, content. This is 
how my grandmother must feel when she’s 
in her rocking chair staring into the wind, to- 


ward wherever it blows. “Where does the wind 
blow?” I asked her once, to which she respond- 
ed, “To the other side of the world, and all the 
way back again.” At once unimpressive, the 
idea lingered. 

The winds that echo through my ice cream 
castle will fly away from here, across the 
sands of the beach and onto the ocean, to fork 
through Queen Elizabeth’s crown, to explore 
mummies in Egypt, to tickle manes of lions in 
Africa, to traverse the Great Wall of China and 
all things first-graders learn, to swing around 
Santa’s palace to meet with Coca-Cola polar 
bears, all to end up here again, to explore my 
fort, to say hello. 

This is my first calm wonder I remember as 
a boy, my earliest vivid memory. 

I revisit this memory sometimes in my 
dreams, and I can still feel the sun on my face, 
smell the aromas of spring, feel the grass be- 
tween my fingers; I still hear Mr. Tackitt clink- 
ing and clanking; Mrs. Faith cursing at squir- 
rels; the woman in back toiling away. I am still 
overwhelmed by the distance the wind travels, 
by how many places it’s been — science has no 
place in magic. 

But the sheets overhead are not blank in 


my dreams; the wind paints upon them memo- 
ries to which it bears witness: all of the trag- 
edies and broken hearts, the warmth of a long 
lost family, the longing for a childhood ended 
in its beginning and all of the horrors that en- 
sued, all of the death, bullying, prepubescent 
violations; the suicides and drugs, the rape and 
self-loathing. 

Over time, these sheets became pages in 
journals, and, for the past five years, letters in 
a magazine. Over 150 confessions, embarrass- 
ments, cringe-worthy thoughts and reflections 
— genuine, unfiltered, unnecessary. Attempts 
at solace maybe, or validations of a kind. 

This is my final column for Lavender maga- 
zine. B 
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DISCOVER ТЕ 
REAL TOYLAND 


IT'S OUR BIGGEST, BRIGHTEST HOLIDAY 
COLLECTION EVER. WITH 57 STYLES STARTING 
AT $100, YOU'LL FIND SOMETHING FABULOUS 
FOR EVERY WOMAN ON YOUR LIST. 


ONLY AT 


Shane Co: 


SHANECO.COM/TOYLAND 


Your friend in tbe jewelry business." 
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